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Welcome to our new Director

We welcome Madeleine Cassidy who took up her post as Director of Saffron Sight at the beginning of this year.

Maddy has a background in marketing management, having worked for the food-manufacturing group, Tulip International where she became a marketing manager for Danepak bacon and Spam.  She left Tulip after eight years to bring up her family.  On a part-time basis, she has been employed as a resources manager for Pampisford preschool of which she is voluntary Chair.  She is married with two children.

Madeleine, who lives in Duxford, Cambridge, has an honours degree in Social Science from University College Dublin and has the Chartered Institute of Marketing’s Diploma in Marketing.

On accepting the position, Madeleine Cassidy said, “I am greatly looking forward to joining the staff and volunteers at Saffron Sight and meeting the challenges we face in the forthcoming year.

Saffron Sight Chair, Michael Southgate said, “ We are lucky to have attracted a Director for our charity who has Maddy’s background, experience and shear drive.  Her enthusiasm is infectious and the trustees have every confidence that she will be able to consolidate and build on our recent successes.”

Your Views Matter Most

The first job Maddy wants to tackle, and the one that she feels is most important, is finding out what the people who use our services really want.  We need to know if you agree with what we are doing already.  Could we do things better?  Are we doing some things that are not really needed?  Are there some things we should be doing but are not doing at the present?  What direction would you like to see Saffron Sight taking?  Maddy is devising a short questionnaire to be used to solicit users’ views over the phone; but more of that later.

One way to improve user representation would be by more visually impaired people taking part in the management of charity, either on the main committee, a sub-committee or on a new user panel Maddy is setting up as a watchdog on our activities.  Please volunteer yourself if you thing you could help in any of these ways.  The main committee meets in the afternoons about 10 times a year.  Transport can be provided or paid for.  The sub committees could meet in users houses or at the centre if they prefer, whilst the user panel could contribute from home and just keep an eye out for what’s new, what’s good, what’s wrong and what’s missing.

User Survey Coming in February

But we need to make our plans for 2006 now so that we can apply for funding and tell the funders what we want to do.  They will want to know what you want.  So in February we will telephone members to ask them a few questions.  If you hear that the survey has started and we haven’t approached you, do contact us either by phone on 01799 523700, or in person by visiting the resource centre, or telling your Saffron Sight home visitor.  Don’t let fully sighted people, such as the majority of us on the committee, tell you what to do.  We don’t have your personal insight.  Equally, sight loss can take many different forms and affect people who want differing things at various periods in their lives.  Not all visually impaired people want the same thing.  Please help in the best way you can.

Saffron Sight Wins Changing Lives Award

Saffron Sight, has been awarded £2,500 from the Cambridge Evening News and Barclays, Changing Lives Campaign. 

It was a tough decision, Cambridge Evening News tells us, with 40 local charities all vying for £15,000. They were stuck on a decision between ourselves and the St Johns Ambulance scheme to get the homeless back on their feet, so they decided to split the funds so that both can benefit.

The £2,500 will enable Saffron Sight to purchase a portable Portset machine to assist partially sighted people in the Uttlesford.  It will be taken out by our home visitors to allow VIPs to use the equipment in their own homes.

The new Portset machine much lighter, is more portable and has many advanced features not available on our existing equipment.  Portset machines allow users to read their typed correspondence, newspapers and books by reading it out to them.

The cheque was awarded to Saffron Sight in December at a presentation in Cambridge.  Cambridge Evening News is planning a follow up feature story on Saffron Sight to raise local awareness of our charity.

Tenth Anniversary Celebrated

Saffron Sight, which was ten years old in November, marked the event with a celebratory dinner for staff and volunteers at Saffron Walden Golf Club.  The cost of the dinner was covered by a donation from a member.  

At the dinner, Saffron Sight Chairman, Michael Southgate paid tribute to the volunteers, including the founder Joy Smith.  “The volunteers gave their time unstintingly” he said “ and had just completed the first leg of their initial training to enable them to deliver the new home visiting service”.  He also thanked the staff of Saffron Sight, Paul Atkins and Belinda Hudson who had contributed so much to putting the Charity on a sound footing.

Replying Centre Manager, Paul Atkins, presented Michael with a token of the Charity’s appreciation of his work.

Michael said, “I was very touched by the unlooked for presentation and want to thank the staff and volunteers for their kind and generous gesture.  They are the real heroes and we will never forget their dedication and commitment in helping Uttlesford visually impaired people lead an independent and fulfilling life.”

Orange to Fund Major Website for Saffron Sight

Orange Community Futures has granted Saffron Sight £4700 to fund a major website specially adapted for people with impaired vision.

Not only will the site include information on the Charity and its location but will also provide details of our services such as home visiting, equipment loan and Braille transcription, with the ability to book appointments and equipment.  Fund-raising activities will be promoted and the names of the funders will be displayed.  There will be membership and gift-aid forms as well as information for volunteers including jobs and training available.

We also hope to introduce a virtual employment exchange enhancing the ability for local visually impaired people to get jobs.  Importantly equipment available will be highlighted with hypertext links to manufacturers sites for further details, pricing and purchase.  Volunteer, Gerard Clinton, who with Chair, Michael Southgate accepted the award at a ceremony in London, is developing a specification for the website, which is going out to tender to website developers.  We are determined that the website will meet the highest standards of accessibility and usability for people with visual impairment and hope to include up-to-date information on all our activities, with the opportunity for users to book services and give us their views.

Vera Briggs Remembered

Vera Briggs, a prominent volunteer working on behalf of the visually impaired in Saffron Walden, died in the early hours of the morning on Sunday, 28th November, just a few days short of her 69th birthday.

Vera was an active supporter of visually impaired people through RNIB and as a leading volunteer with Saffron Walden Club for the Visually Impaired.  Her life was celebrated on 10th December at Harlow Crematorium and a reception afterwards.  Richard Harris was the celebrant at the crematorium service during which Vaughan Williams’ The Lark Ascending was played and there was a live keyboard recital by Eunice Smith.  The six piece Barry Tyler Jazz band played at the reception.

In lieu of floral tributes, donations were made to Saffron Sight and were match funded by Vera’s widower James.  A total of £1906 was donated and the committee has agreed to set up a memorial trust fund for Vera.  If any of our members who knew Vera wish to add to the fund, please let us know.

Record £735 from Walden Collection
Saffron Sight’s Walden street collection this year has given the lie to the assertion that Saffron Walden people are mean.  On Tuesday, 12th October, Saffron Walden raised over £735 beating last year’s record total by £50.

Chair of Saffron Sight, Michael Southgate said, “We are delighted with the generosity of the people of Saffron Walden, whose money will go towards supporting visually impaired people.  We are also most appreciative of our army of volunteers who turned out to help, Paul Atkins with his guide dog Rosa, Gerard Clinton, Michael & Monica Johnson, Pamela Jones, Joan Jordan, Christine Lelliott, Judith & Martyn Linwood, Diane Redfern, Bron Side, Liz Starling, Peter & Jill Whitehead and Gabby Winter.  We now have far more volunteers than at any time in our history and consequently we are able to help more people than ever before.

Record Day Total for Tesco Collection

A record total of £561.84 for one day was also achieved at the Tesco Saffron Walden store collection in December.  The total amount collected this year was down on last year because we were only allocated one day instead of two in previous years.  Last year we totalled £711.62 but the highest on any one day was £441.52.

Volunteer Coffee Morning

The first volunteer coffee morning in what it is hoped will prove to be a regular feature took place 14th December.  The coffee mornings will enable volunteers to learn from each others’ experiences in delivering the home visiting, community safety, hospital help desk and equipment loan services.

Successful Late Night Shopping Event

The Late Night Christmas Shopping Event in Saffron Walden this year achieved our highest ever take, if the unusual circumstances of last year’s event are taken into account. For the first time this year we applied for an occasional liquor licence and sold mulled wine and mead from our stall in the Market Place, and made a total profit of £152.73.

Last year we did exceed this figure but the money raised came mostly from a donation from Stansted Airport and raffle tickets sold in advance for a mountain bike that was donated to us,.  In addition to the mulled wine and mead, both sold with a free mince pie, we sold honey, honey based health and beauty products and natural beeswax candles.

Saffron Sight at Stansted Day Centre Market

Saffron Sight will be taking a stand at the market being organised at Stanstead Day Centre on 27th April 2005.  We will be selling honey and honey-based health and beauty products as well as bringing our services to the attention of people in Stanstead Mountfitchet.

Movies for Free for Carers

A new national card scheme has been launched in over 500 UK cinemas.  The Cinema Exhibitor’s Association Card entitles the holder to one free ticket for a person accompanying them to the cinema.

To apply for the card a person must meet one (or more) of the following criteria:

· Be in receipt of disability living allowance

· Be a registered blind person

· Hold a disabled person’s rail card

The card is valid for three years from the issue date and costs £5.  Application forms are available from all participating cinemas, or from the website http://www.ceacard.co.uk/ceacardapplicationform.pdf
For a list of cinemas offering Audio described films pleas see www.yourlocalcinema.com or ask us to check for you.

Audio Description Also on TV

Many shows on TV are audio described too.  The BBC, ITV C4, Five and Sky offer Audio Description for Sky Digital viewers.

The BBC, ITV, Channel Four and Five are committed to audio describing at least six per cent of their output in 2005.  Programmes described include the most popular soaps like EastEnders, Coronation Street and Emmerdale, dramas such as Ny-Lon, Holby City, Nip/Tuck and The Streets of San Francisco, and comedies like Friends and Sex and the City.  Children’s programming like Blue Peter, the Hoobs and Fimbles feature are also audio described.

The BBC’s Audio Description service is accessible via BBC One London (channel 944 for viewers outside the region, BBC Two England (channel 959 for viewers outside the region), BBC Three, BBC Four, CBeebies and the CBBC Channel.

ITV’s service can be found on ITV1 London (channel 963 for viewers outside the region), and Channel Four’s service is available on EPG channel (channel 964 for viewers outside the region).  Five’s service is already available on 105.

To enable Audio Description digital satellite viewers need to:

Select ‘Services’ on the Sky remote

Select no 4 – System Setup

Select no 3 – Languages & Subtitles

Set Favourite Language/Audio to ‘Narrative’

Arrow key down and ‘Save New Settings’

Press the ‘Sky’ button to return to the programme.

Translation for Vision 2020 Toolkit

Blindness charity Vision 2020 is saving the sight of thousands more people around the world by translating its Government toolkit from English into Arabic, French and Spanish.  The toolkit is a CD-Rom containing information on prevention of blindness plans, government eye-disease control programmes and links to 300 other documents.  The second version of the toolkit was launched on 14 October 2004 in all four languages and distributed free to governments worldwide.  Vision 2020 aims to eliminate avoidable blindness by 2020.  This challenge has been formalised by acceptance of the Vision 2020 World Health Assembly Resolution, which states that all countries must have developed a national plan to achieve this goal by 2005.

Blinded Woman’s Sight Restored

A totally blind woman has regained her sight after a pioneering transplant of retinal cells into one of her eyes.

However the American operation has provoked controversy because the transplanted cells were taken from the eyes of aborted foetuses.

While Elisabeth Bryant’s vision is not perfect, she can see well enough to read, check e-mails and play computer games.  She assumed she would never see again after being blinded three years ago by an inherited progressive eye disorder that has afflicted four generations of her family.

But according to New Scientist magazine, Mrs Bryant, 64, appears to have regained her sight permanently.  Six other patients with either advanced retinitis pigmentosa or macular degeneration have received similar transplants.  Dr Robert Aramant, who developed the technique at the University of Louisville in Kentucky, said, “We have shown the way.  It is possible to reverse these incurable diseases.”

The surgeons removed a layer of retinal cells from an aborted foetus and implanted intact two millimetre square sheets into the diseased eye.  Using intact sheets preserves the circuitry between the cells.  Foetal cells are better tolerated than adult cells and mean patients do not have to take drugs to suppress their immune system.

Although the operation shows promise, it is unlikely to become widespread.  Foetal tissue is rarely donated for transplant.  If further trials are to be successful, there will not be enough tissue to meet the demand.

Music Organisation for Disabled People gets Partner

The drake Music Project, the charity that enables people with disabilities to compose and play music using new technology, has formed its first corporate partnership with the online listing and booking site Whatsonstage.com.

The website will promote Drake, and the partnership has already resulted in a promised fundraising performance of a West End musical with all tickets sales going to the cause.

Internet Jobs Service for Disabled

An internet-based service to help people with disabilities find jobs has been set up by 20 regional disability organisations and the British Council of Disabled People.

Employers can put vacancies on the site and those seeking work can advertise their availability.  The service can be accessed on the websites of the participating organisations, as well as at www.candoindex.co.uk.  It is free to employers but job seekers pay £10 to register for a year.

Users of the site can register their skills using a “pop-up” system, so writing a CV is not necessary.  Job-seekers are alerted by text message when an employer shows an interest.

The index, developed by website company Resolute Systems, is designed for use by people with disabilities and older workers who have been made redundant or are economically inactive.

When Saffron Sight’s website is up and running, we will explore the possibility of creating a link.

BlindArt Seeks Fundraiser

BlindArt is a newly founded charity established to promote Art by, and for, the blind and partially sighted and to encourage participation of the visually impaired in the sighted domain of visual arts.  BlindArt’s aim is to find a permanent collection of artwork accessible to everyone, both emotionally and physically and to relieve and assist artists with visual impairment.

The new charity has recently advertised for a fundraiser to help raise the funds required for an annual competition and exhibition and for various educational programmes.  The Charity’s first exhibition is to be held in March 2005 at the Royal College of Art.

RNIB Demands Action on Book Famine

With over 95% of books never becoming available in large print, audio or Braille, the RNIB is stepping up its Right to Read campaign with a petition to the Government to establish a £1m fund to create more books in different formats.

The Right to Read Alliance of 17 organisations was launched in 2002 but has so far had little impact on Government policy.  RNIB campaigns officer Dave Mann has produced a report, Written Off, which claims that 3 million people are being denied the right to read in the UK because they have little or no access to books in large print, audio or Braille.  It states that 96 per cent of books are not published in these formats.  “People with sight problems are able to read and want to read, but face a book famine which the Government has consistently failed to address,” said Mann.

The report has been sent to MPs and the Government.  It calls for a task force to devise a national plan to tackle the problem.

Proposals to help the RNIB make the process of producing books in alternative formats more efficient have received backing from the publishing industry.  The charity now needs the money to fund the pilot scheme.

The charity has sent 4,000 posters to public libraries to generate public support for its online ‘right to read’ charter, which calls for the £1m fund and the elimination of VAT from audio books.

Thousands of campaign bookmarks written in Braille will also be sent to supporters.  The petition will be presented to the Government on World book day on 3rd March.

TV presenter Michael Palin has signed the charter and backed the campaign by recording his latest book, Himalaya, as an RNIB taking book one month before the printed version.  Michael Palin said, “Everyone should have the right to read the same book a the same time and price.”

Guide Dog Owners Turned Away from Pubs

The shadow Secretary of State for the Family, Teresa May, tabled a Parliamentary motion, signed by 125 PMs, urging businesses to make their premises fully accessible to blind and partially sighted people.  Her action followed the scandal of two in five guide dog owners being turned away by pubs, restaurants and shops and one in ten hotels stating that they could not accommodate visually impaired people.  The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association has launched Opening Doors, a guide service industries outlining their legal obligations and offering advice on how to provide a proper service to visually impaired people and guide dog owners.

Guide Dogs Presses Fundraising Record

A song written especially for The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association has been released as a single to fund the training of 20 new guide dog puppies.

She’s A Vision is the debut single from new boy band All Eyes, put together by the association’s patron Specsavers Opticians.  Three members of All Eyes were in the Specsavers TV advertisement that featured a pop group.

The company launched nationwide auditions to find the fourth member of the band and provided the funding for its first single.  Specsavers will not make any money from the single and 50 per cent of the proceeds will go to the charity.  It costs £35,000 for a lifetime’s training for a guide dog.

All Eyes have already been interviewed for CD:UK, Top of the Pops and GMTV and have had interest from record companies.

New Recruitment Drive for Sense

Sense, the deafblind charity, is testing an interactive recruitment pack that aims to give readers an insight into the importance of other senses to a deafblind child.  The pack, designed by direct marketing agency Cascaid, is aimed at recruiting regular donors.
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Diary Dates

27th April 2005 – Spring market at Stanstead Day Centre
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