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Welcome 

Well, the sun has finally decided to make an appearance – in between the rain showers, that is!   But it’s nice to have longer evenings, at long last.
News from Saffron Sight
Action for Blind People Bus
The Action for Blind People bus rolled into town at the start of May.  On the day, Paul and Belinda assisted the Information Officers from Action at the Library in the Market Square.  They were visited by many visually imapired people. 


Action for Blind People is a national charity that campaigns to improve the welfare and employment opportunities for visually impaired people.  They aim to assist blind and partially sighted people by raising the awareness of the challenges they face in their lives.  A few statistics their Mobile Information Officers raised:
· 75% of visually impaired people of working age are unemployed.

· Only 6% of visually impaired people claim all the benefits they are entitled to.

The team was asked a variety of questions, from benefit advice, employment opportunities for visually impaired people and advice on eye conditions.  
Evergreen’s Florist
What is the world coming to?  We received a phone call from Evergreen’s the Florist in Saffron Walden, who advised us they had a break-in.  Apparantly our collection box was also stolen!  Shameful! Obviously we have to replace it, as we still have some spare cans.  So if your local shop could accept one too, please advise Viv.  
Training on Equipment

Paul’s training on equipment continues and the feedback from our volunteers is very positive.  Paul’s next training sessions will focus on the Portset Document Reading Machine and will be held on 18th May and 5th June at the Resource Centre.  Start time for both sessions is 10.30am and as usual, please call Paul to book your place.  

Thanks for your help
Once again we held flag-day collections at One Railway, Audley End Railway Station, on 9th and 10th May.  Our volunteers reported that it was very difficult this year, because there were problems on the railways and a number of trains were cancelled.  (We don’t think it was leaves on the line!!!)  In any case, we raised over £300 and would like to say a huge massive thank you to everyone who participated.
Members Care Line

We have had a very slow response from volunteers to this request for our telephone service, for VIPs in rural areas, or those most at risk of isolation.  We need volunteers to make a few phone calls, on a regular basis to some of our members, just to see whether we could provide further assistance to help them.  If you are unsure if it’s for you, but want to find out more about it, call Viv.  She is coordinating this new, valuable service; she would love to hear from you! 

Next Volunteer Meeting

The next Volunteer Meeting is on Monday 12th June, 11am at Walden Place and we would love to see as many volunteers as possible attend.  Please advise Paul if you can by 5th June. 
Above & Beyond The Call of Duty - Hospital Information Desk

For many years, Christine Lelliott has organised the Hospital / Eye Clinic Information Desk and coordinated the volunteer rota.  Owing to time pressures, Christine has to pull back and Viv has now taken over this duty.  We would like to say a huge THANK YOU to Christine for her help over the years.  In fact, without her, the Information Desk would have closed.  If you fancy helping at the Information Desk in the Saffron Walden Community Hospital, call Viv for details. 
Mayor’s Appeal Quiz 

Well done to Viv and Christine Nicholson for organising the Quiz Night, in the Town Hall last week, raising £427.00. It was a great evening, attended by the Mayoress, Mrs Jan Moore. The quiz was won by a team called ICENII (2).  
Coffee Morning

The coffee mornings are proving quite a hit.  Why not come along and chat to some of our members? Or help out by making some coffees? The next coffee morning is on Tuesday 30th May.   
Volunteer News
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Paul & Rosa, with Karina Mullet, Information Officer, from Action for Blind People









