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Welcome 

Welcome to our February edition of Volunteer News for 2006.   Both December and January have been very busy months, especially as we have had an increase in demand for home visits.  We would like to thank you for your help to support some of our local community’s most vulnerable people, to cope with the impact of sight loss.  We couldn’t do it without your help and we appreciate whatever time you can contribute.
News from Saffron Sight
Volunteer Meetings
It was great to see so many at the Volunteer Meeting on 6th February.  If you missed it, here’s a recap of what was discussed:
· Christine Lelliott updated us on the Hospital Information Desk in Monday Mornings’ Eye Clinic in Saffron Walden’s Community Hospital.
· Training for volunteers will be ongoing.
· Confidentiality in dealing with
users’ details was stressed.
· Volunteer drivers are needed. 

· Volunteer badges were issued.
These meetings will be held approximately every six weeks and we hope you will continue to support them.  The next meeting is in Walden Place on 20th March. 
Coffee Morning

We held our first coffee morning of the year at the end of January.  It was very successful - many people attended, including the Mayor, Cllr Richard Freeman.  To those of you that came along and helped out, especially with transport, an enormous thank you.  The next meeting is on Tuesday 28th February.  If you can help out with driving, making coffee or just coming along for a chat, we would love to see you. 
New Forms
You will be aware that Saffron Sight has been fortunate in receiving a lottery grant from the Big Lottery Fund (National Lottery) for developing new services.  As part of this, we are obliged to record details of each service we deliver.  In particular, we must assess the “outcomes”, or the benefit of our services to our members or users, including:
1. An Increased knowledge of low vision equipment.
2. An Increase in their ability of maintaining an independent lifestyle.
3. Increased self confidence 

4. Reduction in social isolation.

We must do this to comply with their rules.  It is increased red-tape, but there’s no choice in the matter.  In actual terms, it will benefit us by making it easier to record the good work we do at Saffron Sight.  We will provide guidelines for you to complete the forms correctly and your patience and support is requested in implementing this change of system.  This is very important, so whether you help out in the Information Desk, Resource Centre, Home Visits or Coffee Mornings, we would like you to help us out with this.   
Bridge End Gardens
Calling all those with green fingers. We have been offered the chance of helping out with the design or gardening with new work being undertaken in Bridge End Gardens.  If this takes your fancy, let us know.

SW Visually Handicapped Club
We are delighted that we were joined by members of this club, at our recent coffee mornings.  This club meets weekly, on Tuesday afternoons.  We want to support the club, as it is important for visually impaired people to have a regular social meeting.  They are in need of volunteer helpers and drivers.  So if you want to support them, by offering occasional transport, please advise Madeleine.
Volunteer Rota
Please note down your availability for volunteering on the white board in the Centre. 
Equipment Training - Magnifiers
The next training will be at the Centre at 10.30am on 6th March. Training is limited so get in quick. 
Guiding Training with Social Services 
Training on guiding visually impaired people is on 6th April. Details in the next edition.  
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Former trustee Bill Bowker, with members Dave 


and Sheila Cochrane, enjoying a coffee









