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Welcome 

A very warm welcome to our October edition of Volunteer News.  It seems a little early, but we have spotted Christmas decorations in the shops already!  So we have decided to organise our Christmas Lunch, which will be on 9th December.  We will give you more details about the meal later.
News from Saffron Sight
Collection Days
From everyone at Saffron Sight, we would like to express our thanks to everyone who has helped at the recent street collection in Saffron Walden, on Tuesday 11th October.  Huge thanks go to Dianne Redfern, Christine Lelliott, Judith Linwood, Michael Southgate, Paul Atkins, Joan Dyer, Beryl Brown, Audrey Holgate, Monica and Michael Johnston, John Noakes, Peter and Gill Whitehead, Veda Snow, Heather Turner, Graham Routledge, Elise Sterenborge, Liz Baker, Joe Hardwick and Belinda Hudson.  

(Photo of Paul & Roza at Tesco Stores in September)

It was very kind of you all to help.   Altogether we raised a fantastic £782.04 (£47 more than last year), which will help us continue the work in the Resource Centre.    Perhaps this wonderful result was due to the bright yellow tabards that our trustees decided we should wear.  In any case, we are very grateful for your support and couldn’t have organised it without you. Don’t forget the next Tesco collection on 3rd December. 
Volunteer Information Meeting

In October, we were joined by Sabira Ladha, who is a social worker from Essex Social Care.  Sabira described her job and the role Social Services take in providing services for elderly people.  Her talk was very useful, for those volunteers who conduct home visits.   

The Next Volunteer Information Meeting will be held in January 2006.  We plan to invite the Police / Fire Service to advise us on fire safety and home security.  

Social Services Training

For all our Home-Visitors or those who help in the Resource Centre or the Information Desk, it is important that you attend the next training with Social Services.  The day will include information on guiding, sight loss and home visiting. 
It is taking place on Weds 26th Oct in the Vestry, in Abbey Lane from 9.30am to 2.30pm.   We would like to ask you to contact Paul if you want to attend the training day. 
Training on Equipment

Paul is holding a training session in the Resource Centre. It’s on Monday 14th November at 11am. This time he will demonstrate CCTVs and Eezee Readers.  If you would like to attend, please contact Paul. 
Christmas Lunch

This year the Christmas lunch is on Friday, 9th December in the Saffron Hotel.  Partners are most welcome.  Prices are £16.95 for three courses, or £12.95 for two courses.  But we have to book the numbers now and need a £5 deposit per person by 19th October.  If you want to attend please let us know.
Sponsored Walk

Paul and Roza, Joe Hardwick and Jay, Graham Routledge and Ingrid, as well as a few other “fit” people are taking part in the sponsored walk on 30th October.  The sponsored walk is around Saffron Walden and is approximately four miles. It is part of this year’s Mayor’s Appeal, headed up by Christine Lelliott and Carol Jones.  If you want to take part, sponsor forms are available.  Also, if you want to sponsor Paul, Joe or Graham, they would love to hear from you.
Home Visiting Meetings
Paul would like to hold feedback meetings, in Walden Place, with all those who conduct home visits.  The first meeting will be on Friday 9th December at 11am, just before the Christmas Lunch.  Please call Paul if you can attend.
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