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Welcome 

It hard to believe that September is now with us.  The year seems to be flying by, although with the recent change in the weather, it easy to see that autumn is upon us.
News from Saffron Sight
Website Launch
At the start of Sept we held and Open Day to launch the Website.  In case you missed it, our new website address is www.saffronsight.org.uk.  We were delighted with the Open Day and the Mayor of Saffron Walden kindly agreed to launch the event.  
(Left to right: Mat Stanley (Blue Touch), Cllr Mayor Richard Freeman, Alan Meaning (Chartered IT) and Paul Atkins)

The website was funded through an award we received from the Orange Community Futures Awards.  With an enormous amount help from Gerard Clinton, one of our volunteers, we worked on the website over the summer.  A huge thanks to Gerard for his hard work!

We were also assisted by website designers Blue Touch Technologies, who developed the site, and ensured that it is accessible by people with disabilities and compatible with specialist software for visually impaired people.
We feel it was important for Saffron Sight to have a website.  It will enable local people, who are losing their sight (or their family members), to find out from a nearby charity all about visual impairment and what help is available in their neighborhood. It can be daunting to come in the Resource Centre for the first time and the website will give them information about us from the safety of their own computers.  

We are very pleased with the website, so take a look for yourself.  
Supplier Open Day
We held an Open Day with Professional Low Vision Services
last week.  They have very advanced technology and equipment for visually impaired people.  We were really impressed.  The next time you visit the Resource Centre, ask Paul about their new products.
Volunteer Information Meeting

Please do not forget - the next Volunteer Information Meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th October at the Vestry, Abbey Lane and please arrive for 10am.  
Sabira Ladha, who is a social worker from Essex Social Care (Older People) is our guest speaker.  Sabira used to work at Saffron Sight before Paul joined, so she is very familiar with the issues we face.  She will talk about the services they provide for older people, which is useful advice for volunteers on home visits or in the Centre. 

Tesco Collections
We would like to say an enormous thank you to all the volunteers that helped out at the recent Tesco store collections in September.  We believe that Saffron Walden Talking Newspapers raised approx £290 and we raised £386.  It was an excellent result.  So a big thanks to Graham Routledge, Martyn Linwood, Dianne Redfern, Elise Sterenborg, Kathleen Nutt, Liz Baker, Maureen Deamer and Bron Side, as well as Paul and Belinda, of course.  
Street Collection - Help us
If you can help out with the street collection in Saffron Walden, please contact Paul or Madeleine, who are currently drawing up a rota of helpers. The next street collection for Saffron Sight in Saffron Walden will be on Tuesday 11th October, between 9am to 5pm.  Please help out if at all possible.
Social Services Training

Please contact Paul if you want to attend the training day with Social Services (Marilyn Smee, a social worker with Social Service’s Sensory Team). The day will include information on guiding, sight loss and home visiting. It is taking place on Weds 26th Oct in the Vestry, in Abbey Lane from 9.30am to 2.30pm.  
Sponsored Walk

As part of this year’s Mayor’s Appeal, Christine Lelliott is organizing a sponsored walk around Saffron Walden at the end of October. It’s for VIPs and their dogs and will be approx 4 miles.  Paul and Roza are taking part and would love to be sponsored.
Volunteer News
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