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Welcome 

It is hard to believe that we are half way through the year already.  Let’s hope that the weather stays fine, so that you can enjoy reading the July edition of Volunteer News whilst sunning yourself in your back garden!

We haven’t received many comments about the newsletter; so if you have any suggestions about improvements or additional topics that you would like covered, please let us know.

News from Saffron Sight

Awards

We are pleased to advise you that Saffron Sight has been named “Age Support Charity of the Year” in the Cambridge Evening Newspaper’s Community Awards 2005.

Saffron Sight was nominated by one of our new volunteers Teresa Widd and we were very pleased to have been short-listed for the final.  Paul was on hand to collect the award and a cheque for £1200.  The money will be put towards the purchase of equipment for the Resource Centre.




     (Paul collecting the award)

A big thanks to Teresa for her support.

Web Site

Work on our website is well underway and we are spending the next few weeks putting the finishing touches to it.  We received a grant last year to fund the project and appointed web designers to design our website for us.

We have been greatly helped by one of our volunteers Gerard Clinton, who has headed up the project.  For those who “surf the net”, you will be able to check it out at www.saffronsight.org.uk, from late August onwards.

New Volunteers

We have had some new volunteers join the ranks.  A big welcome to Elise Sterenborg, Roger Buss and Liz Baker and we look forward to working with you.

New Service- Care Line

Last week Madeleine attended the celebration for the opening of the Charles Church development of very exclusive town houses in Mandeville Square, Saffron Walden.  Mayor Freeman officially opened the development and Madeleine collected a cheque for £250 from the developers, which has already been spent on acquiring a new phone line.  

The phone line will be used for the operation of a new service called the Care Line. The service will consist of us telephoning members (initially the most elderly and housebound) to establish if we can be of greater assistance and keep them up to date about our developments.

We are looking to draw up a weekly rota of volunteers to operate the Care Line and training will be given.  If you would like to help with this new service, please call Madeleine or Paul and we will be able to answer your queries or give more information on this exciting new venture.

National Falls Event

Thanks to Christine Nicholson, Monica Johnston, Dianne Redfern and Belinda for their hard work organizing Saffron Sight’s stand at the National Falls Event at the Radwinter Hospital this week.

The aim of the event was to learn more about the very important campaign of preventing falls.

Shades Day 

Paul and one of our trustees, Graham Routledge, attended the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association’s Shades Day in Rickling Green Primary School.  The day was organized to raise awareness of the importance of eye protection and wearing your shades.  You may have seen some of the press coverage we received, as Paul’s dog, Roza, made the front pages of many local newspapers.

Collection Boxes 

We now have stock of brand new fundraising collection boxes, which need to be placed in your local shops and retail outlets.  If you know of a shop that would accept a collection box by their tills, please let us now.  This is a relatively easy way to fund raise, but we need your help to find outlets, so please contact us about this soon.
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