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Welcome 

Welcome to our Christmas edition of Volunteer News.  It’s been a fun year and we shall remind you of a few highlights in this newsletter.  However, beforehand, here are some festive jokes to get you into the Christmas spirit:

· What do ghosts have with their Christmas dinner?

A little Whine!

· Where do spooks go for Christmas shopping?



To BOOOO-tiques!

· Why didn’t the spook buy a Christmas raffle ticket?

He didn’t have a ghost of a chance!

A Year at Saffron Sight
January saw Maddy join us, which coincided with a grant we received from Barclays and Cambridge Evening News.  With this kind award we purchased a Portset Reading Machine and received TV coverage with Paul appearing on BBC News Look East in February.   In Spring we conducted a Member’s questionnaire to gauge our users’ opinions of our services and Paul collected a cheque for £500 from the Saffron Walden Town Band.  In May we launched the Bowls Team with the kind assistance of our volunteer Peter Whitehead.  
Over the summer we held our AGM, with guest speaker Kate Hladky of the Arts Theatre.  Saffron Sight was named “Age Support Charity of the Year” in the Cambridge Evening News’s Community Awards 2005.  Paul also commenced formalized training sessions on low vision aids and we were joined by Lynette Gayfer at an Information Meeting to discuss the issues of blind registration.
In August Carol Jones held a Coffee Morning for us, and we completed work on the website, with enormous help from our volunteer, Gerard Clinton. We held an Open Day at the Centre in September, with the Mayor, Cllr Richard Freeman, who named us as his Mayoral Charity of the Year.  We also upgraded our computer system with the help of our volunteer, John Martin.  September also saw us hold an Open Day with suppliers Professional Low Vision Services.  

In October, we were joined by Sabira and Marilyn Smee with Gill Jones from Essex Social Services for training.  We also completed a Sponsored Stroll around Saffron Walden, coordinated by Christine Lelliott.  November was busy and our “Feast for the Senses” Open Day was which Christine & Vic Lelliott and Carol Jones very kindly organized.   We also held a shopping trip to Cambridge for our members and a Coffee Morning in the Almshouse.  

A very busy year – and it’s not over yet!
Shopping Trip to Cambridge
We are delighted to report that the recent shopping trip to Cambridge Grafton Centre was very successful.  Five visually impaired members and their partners took part and Maddy, with the assistance of new volunteer Ann Davies accompanied them.
(The Shopping trip to Cambridge)

It was a wonderful day-out and we hope to plan more outings next year.  If you would like to help out or join an outing, please let Maddy / Paul know.
Coffee Morning/Christmas Lunch
It was wonderful to see so many of you at the recent events.  We have received many positive comments that many of you would like to meet other volunteers and that you enjoyed the Christmas Lunch and coffee morning.  We shall be organizing coffee mornings on a monthly basis in the Almshouses next year, so if you would like to come along, you are more than welcome, especially if you make nice coffee!   
Tesco Collection in December
Once again we held a collection day at Tesco Stores in Saffron Walden.  It’s was the second Tesco collection day this year and our most successful.  Thankfully we were fortunate enough to receive assistance from many volunteers and we raised the outstanding amount of £483.39.    Thank you to all who took part with all the flag-days and fundraising events throughout the year.  These events are the cornerstone of our local fundraising and as our lottery award next year is reliant upon us continuing to run such events, we hope to count on your generous and continued help.
Late Night Shopping & Mince Pies
Thanks to Dianne Redfern, Sue Schneider, Iris and David Evans, Bron Side, Elise Sterenborg, Liz Starling, Joe Hardwick and Paul for helping with the the Late Night Shopping Stall last week.  We were fortunate enough to receive a donation of mince pies from Coles Traditional Foods for the event and have some left over.  So, fancy a coffee and mince pie? Then pop into the Centre before we close for Christmas. (We close on Friday 23rd Dec and reopen on Weds 4th Jan 06).   
Hospital Information Desk
We are in need of volunteers to man the desk at the Monday Eye Clinic in the Saffron Walden Community Hospital.  If you can help, call Paul.

Thank you and Festive Wish
We are fortunate in having the help from so many volunteers.  It’s impossible to thank you all individually, so on behalf of the staff; we wish to thank each and every one of you for your support, in allowing us to help so many visually impaired people. 
Merry Christmas to you & your families!
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