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Message from Paul: 
Hello to everyone.  I would like to say a big thank you to all of you who have volunteered for Saffron Sight during its very busy summer schedule.  Sadly, all good things come to an end and unfortunately the Summer is drawing to a close along with those all important holidays.  
Don’t despair though, it means that we can restart our regular 6 weekly volunteer meetings which will give you all an opportunity to have very much valued input into the way that Saffron Sight carries out the many services that it provides to visually impaired people.  
Of course we mustn’t forget all that very important training on clocks, watches and magnifiers, etc.  So, please bring your diaries to the next volunteers meeting to make sure you do not miss out on any of the exciting events that are due to take place before Christmas.  

Once again many thanks for all your support and I hope to see you at the following events:

Volunteer Meeting Monday 9 October 2006, 11 am to 1 pm at Walden Place.

Street Collection Tuesday 17 October 2006, 9 am – 5 pm 
Deaf Awareness Training Monday 23 October 2006, 10 am – 1 pm, Friends Meeting House.  

Coffee Morning Tuesday 24 October 2006, 10:30 am – 12:30 
Tesco  Store Collection Wednesday 25 and Thursday 26 October 2006,  Saffron Walden 

News from Saffron Sight
New Chair collects cheque
The new chairman of Saffron Sight, Iris Evans, has already been put to work by the charity. 

Her first official task was to represent Saffron Sight at a cheque presentation from the Stansted Fun Run Committee. With funds raised from the Stansted Fun Run this summer, Iris was presented with a very generous cheque for £1,325. 
Iris said “I am delighted to be involved with Saffron Sight and we would to thank the organizers of their Fun Run for their support. Over the next year, it is our intention to relocate the charity to larger premises and these funds will be used towards our Relocation Appeal”.
£ for Lb Sponsored Slim
This fundraiser is your chance to lose those love handles and get in shape before Christmas while raising money for Saffron Sight.  Research indicates that obesity and lack of exercise contribute to sight loss and the slim is being held in support of World Sight Day on 12 October 2006.  
So, if you are up to the challenge or know someone who is, please utilise the sponsor form enclosed with your Newsletter and register your interest with Viv.  
The slim starts on Monday 16 October and lasts for 4 weeks and everyone at the Resource Centre is taking part.  
Street Collection
4 more collections to go to see us through to the end of the 2006 and Paul and Viv would be really grateful for volunteers to come forward early to book their time slots.  These collections are so important to us and early commitment will help them so that everyone knows what they are doing, leading up to that very busy time which is Christmas.  As Paul has already pointed out, there is 1 Street collection and 3 days at Saffron Walden Tesco, so please help if you possibly can.  
Feast for the Senses

We have had a tremendous response from suppliers and arrangements for the day are forging ahead.  

We shall need loads of volunteers for this event on Tuesday 7 November and we are also looking for support with supplying refreshments, teas, coffees etc.   So, any cake, bun makers, please get in touch or if you know any W.1.members who would be willing to lend a hand with donating goodies, all contributions would be gratefully received.  
It was also suggested that if any volunteers have unwanted gifts or nearly new items they no longer want, which they would be willing to donate to Saffron Sight, then we could display them on the Saffron Sight table on the day and ask for donations from interested purchasers. 

If anyone out there is willing to help co-ordinate this, please get in touch with Viv who will be delighted to hear from you.  
Members Care Line
The visit to Camsight took place on 20 September and it was lovely to see and hear their volunteer undertaking the calls to their VIPs.  Camsight made us very welcome and we are ready to go with this service from 1 October.  It was very evident that the VIPs welcomed the contact and the chat so we are looking forward to getting stuck in and providing this service ongoing in a more structured way.  If you would like to know more, please give Paul or Viv a call.  

Hospital Rota
	2 Oct 2006
	Rita, Liz

	9 Oct 2006
	Rita, Sally*

	16 Oct 2006
	Sally*, James*

	23 Oct 2006
	Sally*, James* 

	30 Oct 2006
	Sally*, Diane 


* to be confirmed
Training

Paul has arranged for The RNID to give us Deaf Awareness training on 23 October at the Friends Meeting House.  We believe this will be of significant value as many of our members have hearing as well as sight impairment to deal with and we are certain the course will be very enlightening. 

Please take advantage of the training if you possibly can, as always with these things, if they are not well attended, we will find it hard to arrange the training next time we need it.  

Cambridge Arts Theatre Outing

The tickets have arrived for ‘My Fair Lady’, isn’t it exciting! Unfortunately, so has the invoice!.  So, if you have put your name down for this, please may we have your payment as soon as possible but no later than 20 October.  
We have also been offered a tactile tour of the stage etc before the performance which will mean leaving Saffron Walden a little earlier than originally planned but, by all accounts this is well worth doing so all in all we feel this outing will be very enjoyable and great value for money.  

We will of course, let everyone know details re times, transport, pick up and drop off points, nearer the time.  

Saffron Sight Christmas Party
By popular demand, our Christmas party will again be held at the Saffron Hotel.  This local venue has proved to be favourite both for menu and price.  Of course for many, it will be within walking distance, so the odd glass of wine may be in order!.  
The lunch will be on Friday 1 December 2006, at 1pm for 1.30pm.  The time may alter very slightly, as the hotel has a party of 70 booked in the evening booked but we will let everyone know in good time if anything changes.  

We need to let the hotel know firm numbers very soon and to keep admin to a minimum during the very busy next few months, could we ask for menu choices and payment in full by the end of October please.  Do feel free to bring spouses or partners if you would like to,  they will be most welcome and the more the merrier!.  
The menu is enclosed with the Newsletter so you can see what is available and to enable you to make your lunch selection.  
We would love to see as many volunteers as possible at the party so if you can come, please return the menu suitably annotated with your name and choices to Paul or Viv.  
Last but not least,
A huge thank you to Liz Baker for cleaning the carpet in the Resource Centre and also to Paul, Des Plummer, Mike Palmer, Sally Southwick, Liz Marson Starling and Heather Turner, who helped us to support the Recycling Show on 9 September.  
Dates for your Diary
Volunteer Meeting
Monday 9 October 2006

Street Collection

Tuesday 17 October 2006

Training
Deaf Awareness 23 October 2006

Tesco Store Collection:

Wednesday 25 October 2006

Thursday 26 October 2006

Saturday 2 December 2006

Feast for All the Senses
Tuesday 7 November 2006
Christmas Party

Friday 1 December 2006

Cambridge Arts Theatre

Saturday 2 December 2006
Any queries or requests for more information to Paul/Viv on 01799 523700

Volunteer News
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Iris and Paul receiving the Stansted Fun Run cheque outside the Resource Centre





Iris and Paul receiving the Stansted Fun Run Cheque outside the Resource Centre









