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Welcome 
Hello everyone, what a month October was.  Loads of Home Visits and enquiries and not so welcome, showers INSIDE the Resource Centre every time it rained outside.  Still, with our usual determination, Paul’s good humour and a lot of over and above by some of our volunteers, we came through with style.  If you are thinking of calling in to the Resource Centre, you will be pleased to know that the roof has been repaired and we are now dry and cosy again.  

News from Saffron Sight
Maddy gave a live interview on BBC Radio Essex on 12 October to spread the word about Saffron Sight’s search for more volunteers.  The interview was aired 7 times during the day and as the date was particularly significant, being World Sight Day, the opportunity was taken to raise awareness of preventable sight loss, along with the importance of healthy eating and regular eye checks. 

Councillor Peter Wilcock presented a cheque for £800 to Saffron Sight. 
 This was to help us develop our services to cope with the increasing number of enquiries from families of younger VIPs.  
Training
The Deaf Awareness training scheduled for this month was cancelled on the day.  The trainer was clearly unwell when she contacted us.  Paul and RNID will re-arrange as possible.  
Volunteers Meeting 
The last meeting was held on 9 October and a copy of the minutes should be received with the Newsletter.  If for any reason your copy is not enclosed, please let Paul or Viv know and we will make sure one is forwarded to you.  
Street and Tesco Store Collections

The Street collection raised £517 and the Tesco Store collection, over 2 days, raised £880.  The latter was undertaken at the Bishops Stortford store, an alternative offered to us by Tesco, following cancellation of our dates at Saffron Walden due to refurbishment.  Happily we were made very welcome at Bishops Stortford and there was a lovely atmosphere.  We hope our collection on 2 December will go ahead as planned in Saffron Walden.        
We would like to express our most heartfelt thanks to those volunteers who supported us during October, a very difficult month, and particularly Ada Bardsley and Peter Whitehead.  Ada helped us with both the Street and Tesco collections and Peter has been called upon for all sorts of things from Home Visits, fundraising, repairs at the Resource Centre and transporting VIPs.  We are hugely grateful to him for all he does over and above to help us and our VIPs.  

Careline    

 Liz Baker is now in a position to start writing to our members each week to let them know exactly when they will be contacted by our Careline Service.  This is so that members we have not heard from for a while will not be worried by the sudden contact, especially as to begin with, we will be looking to confirm some basic information to help us update our database.    
Liz, star that she is, will be making her calls on Wednesday mornings and if for any reason she is not available, or the members want to chat for a long time, Viv will assist so that all the members expecting contact will get it on the day arranged.  

Outreach

Venues have now been arranged to hold our mobile information /drop in clinics in Dunmow, Thaxted and Stansted.  The need for information and signposting in these areas of Uttlesford is huge and our first clinics have been arranged for 24 November (Thaxted) and 28 November (Dunmow).  Many thanks to Bron Side who has taken this project on board along with Christine Nicholson who has particular knowledge of the Dunmow area and has kindly agreed to help manage the project with Bron.
Hospital Information Desk  
	 Nov 6
	Rita
	
	

	Nov 13
	Sally
	Des
	James*

	Nov 20
	Rita
	Liz
	

	Nov 27
	Rita
	John
	

	Dec 4
	Rita
	
	

	Dec 11
	Diane
	Salle
	

	Dec 18
	Rita
	Sally
	


* To be confirmed

Many thanks to James Slack, who designed some new posters for the information desk following consultation with Rita, Sally and the Nursing staff at the eye clinic. We look forward to seeing the results on display and are grateful to all of them for their input.  
A Feast for All the Senses – 7 November
Just a week to go and all very exciting.  A tremendous amount of work has gone into this event and we hope to see many of our members enjoying the day.  Please come along to see what is available to help VIPs and perhaps enjoy the delights of the homemade refreshments many of our volunteers have been busy making.   

This has been a big undertaking and we have had to turn exhibitors away, both suppliers and local people through lack of space, such has been the demand.  
Special thanks to everyone who has helped with this event, from researching exhibitors, laminating and delivering posters, leaflets, organizing the raffle, name the bear and all manner of other activities too numerous to mention, which will ensure the day is  a big success. 
Christmas Lunch

Numbers have now been confirmed with The Saffron Hotel and we have been asked to collate menus.  If we have not had your menu and/or payment, please let Paul or Viv have your choices as soon as you can to keep things running smoothly.    

PS. Raise money for Saffron Sight just by searching the web!
We are listed on www.everyclick.com, the search engine that helps charity.  Please go to www.everyclick.com/uk/saffronsight and set everyclick as your home page, so you can search the web and help Saffron Sight.  

Dates for your Diary
Feast for All the Senses
Tuesday 7 November 2006
Coffee Morning
Tuesday 21 November 2006
Christmas Lunch
Friday 1 December 2006
Cambridge Arts Theatre

Saturday 2 December 2006

Tesco Store Collection:

Saturday 2 December 2006
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