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Welcome 

Hello everyone and Happy Christmas to you all.  We have to say that now because by the time you get the next newsletter, it will all be over and we will be making (but hopefully not already breaking) our New Year resolutions.     

As usual we have been extremely busy at the Resource Centre and despite best efforts, we were unable to get the Volunteer News out as we would have liked last week.    
There are three outings arranged for members in December along with the Coffee Morning which will be on Friday 15 December rather than the last Tuesday.  
We hope to make this a little special for our VIPs, so if you are able to come along, please do.    We are trying to arrange for one of the local primary schools to give a short carol concert and we hope to lay on some seasonal treats instead of the usual biscuits and cakes.  Any suggestions and / or offers of help will be most welcome as always.    
Message from Paul

Due to the increase in activities and events, I will re-introduce training early next year.  

With regard to the volunteers meetings, I would like to hold the next one on Friday 1 December 2006 before the Christmas Lunch.  The venue for the meeting is Walden Place as usual, 11am to 1pm.  

Joe Hardwick, who kindly arranges the venue for us, has asked that on this occasion we vacate Walden Place promptly as the room is needed for a Bridge Club at 1pm. 
News from Saffron Sight
There is little to relay this month as a lot of our previous activity culminated with the Feast for All the Senses, first Careline contacts and Outreach clinics.  The Feast was very well received by VIPs, members of the general public and our suppliers, who said that they had received more queries and requests for information than last year.  

As some of you will know already, the media also took favorable interest and there is a video recording of the Anglia News coverage at the Resource Centre if anyone would like to borrow it for viewing.   
What we would say about the event was that the support received from the volunteers was tremendous.  The cakes and savories were scrumptious and for the sheer hard work put in on the day, we cannot adequately thank you all.  We believe, and our members do too, that we have the very best volunteers in Uttlesford and we very much appreciate all you do to help make our services available to as many VIPs as possible.  
While the Feast was really about raising awareness and highlighting other senses, we also made some money and between the sale of refreshments, the raffle, Name the Bear and suppliers donations, we benefited to the tune of approx £900 after costs.  We are still awaiting some invoices so the exact figure is not known at this stage but definitely a welcome bi product of the event.  

Tesco Store Collection

We received the good news this week that our local store collection originally planned for Saturday 2 December can go ahead as the refurbishment is finished.  Again we apologise for the very short notice and for bearing with us through the stream of phone calls and messages.  

Careline 
Liz Baker is continuing to contact members and as a result is able to raise VIPs concerns with Paul through an established referral process.  She is also able to provide Paul with valuable information to bring our membership database up to date and keep renewals current. There are over 450 members to be contacted so Liz will be busy with this service for some time to come.  
£ for Lb Sponsored Slim
This fundraiser is now over and early indications are that our slimmers have raised approx £500.  So congratulations and well done to all our svelte participants and thank you to all sponsors.  

Outreach
Bron Side and Christine Nicholson launched the first dedicated mobile information clinics at Thaxted and Dunmow this month. There were 2 referrals for Paul but otherwise both events were very quiet.  Bron and Christine are now working on an action plan for a structured and several pronged advertising campaign for future clinics.  Similar to the Hospital Rota, it is likely dates and venues will be agreed   quarterly in advance.  This will enable Doctors Surgeries, Community Nursing contacts, Town and Parish Councils etc to promote the service several weeks in advance. 
As with all new services, it will take some time to establish how often the information / drop in days will be needed in each area.  So for now, we have to be patient and properly establish the three larger areas of Thaxted, Dunmow and Stansted before moving on to the smaller rural communities. Please do contact Bron, Christine or Viv if you would like to be involved with this project in any way on 01799 523700.   
Hospital Information Desk  

We are still awaiting contact from the Eye Clinic with regard to visiting the Herts & Essex Hospital to see if we can help them with some of their clinics.  This clearly shows appreciation of our volunteers by the Eye Clinic Nursing staff and the esteem in which they are held.  It may be a difficult nut to crack but depending what we find on the visit, it may be possible to attend once a month or every six weeks, perhaps.     
	Dec
 4
	Diane Redfern
	James Slack

	Dec 11
	Rita Willey
	Sally Southwick

	Dec

18
	Rita Willey
	Sally Southwick

	Dec 25
	Day Off Maybe
	*

	Jan
1
	Day Off Maybe
	*

	Jan 8
	Rita Willey
	Sally Southwick

	Jan 15
	Rita Willey
	Liz Baker

	Jan 22
	Sally Southwick
	

	Jan 29
	Sally Southwick
	Des Plummer


* To be confirmed
Dates for your Diaries
Christmas Lunch
Friday 1 December 2006
Cambridge Arts Theatre

Saturday 2 December 2006
Tesco Store Collection:

Saturday 2 December 2006
Scotsdale

Monday 4 December 2006

Coffee Morning
Friday 15 December 2006

Carol Concert - Wednesday 20 December 2006

Volunteer News
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