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Welcome 
Hello everyone and apologies for the lateness of the March Newsletter.  We hope you are all looking forward to the forthcoming extended week-end and we wish all our volunteers and their families a happy and peaceful Easter.  

A lot has taken place already this year and so far we have been on outings to the Ballet (Coppelia at the Corn Exchange in Cambridge), the cinema (to see ‘Black Sun’ at Saffron Screen) and 10 Pin Bowling in Cambridge.  VIPs and volunteers had a great time.  The cinema visit was particularly interesting with the film director being available for almost an hour after the showing for a lively question and answer session.  The film was a portrait of  a man with acquired sight loss sharing some of his life experiences.  It was great to see volunteers, VIPs and Trustees in the audience.  

We also took great pleasure in witnessing 3 of our longest serving volunteers Judith Linwood, Diane 

Redfern and Michael Southgate receive Volunteers Awards for Service to the Community during the awards ceremony at UDC offices on 22 February.  The evening event was attended by Paul and Viv and no doubt many of you will have seen the photos of the award winners in the local press recently.  It was a very humbling experience to see how much so many people do for others in the community without seeking any recognition.  

Message from Paul
A further plea from Paul just asking that you bear with us a little longer while we bed down the new volunteer planning system.  If you have not yet had a call from Sue Winterbottom you will be receiving one soon.  

Resource Centre
This month Paul gave an afternoon talk to the United Reformed Church Women’s Guild which was a small but most welcoming group.  Not content with one night out at UDC,  he also attended a presentation at the Saffron Hotel where he collected a cheque for Saffron Sight.  This was for £200 from Glynn Goodwin, Rotary President, as part of the distribution of £4800 raised by the Saffron Walden Rotary Club’s Christmas collection.  We are very grateful to the Rotarians for including us in their distribution.  

Volunteer Meeting

The next meeting is set for 23 April and a copy of the minutes of the last meeting is enclosed.  Please let Paul or Viv know asap if for any reason you have not received yours with this newsl etter.  

Training

A brief reminder that Talking Clocks & Watches Training will take place at the Resource Centre on 16 April.  

Outreach

Many thanks to Bron and Christine for their continued dedication to this project.  We have had several referrals in the Dunmow area where there has been desperate need for our support.  

Mobile Information Mornings
	Thaxted
	Dunmow
	Stansted

	Apl 27
	May 1
	Apl 10

	    -
	May 29
	May 15

	July 6
	Jun 26
	Jun 19


Hospital Information Desk

Eye Clinic Rota–Saffron Walden 

	Apl 09
	CLOSED B/HOL

	Apl 16
	Sally & Rita

	Apl 23
	Liz B

	Apl 30
	Diane

	May 07
	CLOSED B/HOL

	May 14
	Sally

	May 21
	Rita

	May 28
	CLOSED B/HOL

	Jun 04
	Liz B

	Jun 11
	Diane

	Jun 18
	Sally & Rita

	Jun 25
	Sally & Rita


· To be confirmed
Eye Clinic Rota–Herts & Essex
	Apl 11
	Ann

	Apl 25
	Rita


Very special thanks to Peter Whitehead for stepping in at short notice to help out at the recent Information Days in Thaxted and Stansted.  

Dates for your diaries:

4/5 Apl – Audley End Collection

16 Apl – Training 

23 Apl – Volunteers Meeting
Bye for now, all queries to Paul or Viv on 01799 523700. 
Volunteer News
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