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Welcome 

Hello Everyone, 
Hopefully you are all nicely tanned and feeling relaxed and raring to go, following several days of lovely sunshine.  Of course that’s all likely to stop now that Wimbledon has started!.  
Apologies for the late delivery of the Newsletter this month, but it has been really hectic with several Home Visits, the launch of the new style Hospital Information Desk and the Outreach Programme.  More information on these later.  
Continuing the trend, July is also going to be a very busy month as you will see from the list of forthcoming events.  As always, we are looking for lots of help.  Any time at all you can spare us will be greatly appreciated.  Paul/Viv would love to hear from you on 01799 523700.  

News from Saffron Sight
Our reputation is spreading as a provider of services to VIPs and Maddy and Paul were invited to spend a day with The Hertfordshire Society for the Blind and Sight Concern Bedfordshire.  Both Charities are very much 
bigger than ours but with essentially the same objectives and their people will be coming to see us in the near future.  It is nearly always beneficial to see how others work and to exchange best practises and tips.  We hope to be able to communicate some of the mutual benefits once we have returned their hospitality.  

We have 2 new volunteers and welcome aboard Emma Clinton and Clare Meekoms.  Emma is on Work Experience with us until 7 July and in her first 3 days has visited the Hospital Information Desk, helped at the Coffee Morning, attended a talk given by Graham Routledge to the over 60s Club in Clavering and photocopied for England.  
Clare and her Guide Dog Katie have helped at the Resource Centre and also with the Coffee Morning.  We hope to see more of Clare and Katie in the coming months.  A big thank you to them both and very special thanks to Graham whose talk was a huge success and included a demonstration of guiding by Ingrid.  The over 60s Club very kindly showed their appreciation with a donation of £50 and we hope that Graham will do more of these in the future.  They are a fantastic way of increasing awareness in the community and letting the public know that VIPs do not have to live in Saffron Walden to benefit from our services.  
Members Care Line
Thanks to Liz Baker who has come forward to help Viv launch the telephone service for VIPs, particularly those in rural areas who are often more isolated.  Viv will try to arrange a visit to Cam Sight with Liz, where they already operate something similar, to see how they do it before embarking on this service in September.  

More Collections – Help Needed
Once again we are holding a collection in the town on Tuesday 18 July.  This is for the Saffron Walden Visually Handicapped Club whose members are joining us  for our day trip to Frinton.   If you can manage to spare an hour or two to help with this, it would be greatly appreciated.  Please let Paul or Viv know asap so the rota can be finalized.  If anyone has any ideas for temporarily but nicely and inexpensively adapting our tabards and collecting tins, for this particular collection, please come forward.  Creative genius is currently in very short supply at the Resource Centre and we need all the help we can get.  

Training on Equipment
Paul has temporarily suspended training until September to give us all a chance to enjoy our Summer Holidays and as he is away soaking up the sun in Portugal at the moment he will shortly be able to tell us what it’s like.  The only exception is the forthcoming training on Thursday 6 July by the Police and Fire Service.  This is on Safety in the Home and it is likely to benefit on a personal level whether or not we are involved in home visits.  So please do take advantage of this opportunity if you can at the Friends Meeting House, 10am to 1pm.  Belinda/Viv are taking names.  
If you have any great holiday snaps, please share them with us 

Next Volunteer Meeting
A date hasn’t been set yet for the next Volunteers meeting with so many due to go on holiday so next one will be in September.  We are looking to change the day from Monday to Wednesday to avoid clashing with the Hospital information and Market Days in the Town.  If you have any views on this please make them known to Paul/Viv asap.  
Hospital Information Desk
We now have two new volunteers who, along with stalwarts Liz Baker and Diane Redfern, have taken on the Hospital Information Desk in its new format.  So welcome to Rita Willey and Sally Southwick who will be helping Liz and Diane spread the load.  The new look and approach evolved from discussions with patients and nursing staff who gave generously of their time to tell us what they wanted.  The result is proving very popular with all concerned at the Eye Clinic.  The rota for the coming weeks is on the back page.  Please contact Viv if any dates are unsuitable or you just want a break.  
Beyond the call of duty - Thanks
Enormous thanks to Joe who  has been instrumental in producing and laminating most of the notices for the desk (the mobile ones too!).   
Coffee Morning

Coffee Mornings continue to be well received with anything between 33 and 50 people coming each month.  It is noticeable though that more people turn up when a reminder is printed in the local press the week before.  The next coffee morning is on the 25 July and as always we owe a great deal of thanks to Ann Davies, Bron Side, Peter Whitehead, Veda Snow and Diane Redfern, our regular drivers, listeners and washer uppers.  
Saffron Sight Mobile Information Programme We have now launched the Mobile Information Desk which is similar in format to the Eye Clinic except on a roving basis.  We started in Stansted and are due to go out to Dunmow on 11 July.  All the Doctors Surgeries and Day Centres we contacted in Uttlesford have warmly welcomed this initiative and it is clear that a very real need exists for the help we can provide VIPs.  
Frinton Outing 28 July
This is approaching fast and we are looking for volunteers to help on the day.  Paul will be manning the Resource Centre with Veda Snow so if you can come with us please let us know as soon as possible so we can finalise numbers.  
Last but not least


What a wonderful photo of Chriustine Lelliott, Carol Jones, Jan Moore and the Town’s Mayor, Councillor Richard Freeman, taken at the Resource Centre in May.  The Reception was held to acknowledge receipt of £7000 raised for Saffron Sight during the Mayors’ term of office and clearly was an enjoyable evening.  
Forthcoming events:
6 July :Training:
 Safety in theHome

6 July : Thaxted Festival

Broken Bones Trombone Quartet

18 July: Street Collection

Saffron Walden Visually Handicapped Club

27 July : Saffron Sight AGM

28 July :Frinton Outing   

If you can help with any of the  events we would love to hear from you, please call Paul/Viv on 01799 523700
Eye Clinic Rota
	3 July 2006
	Rita Willey
Emma Clinton

	10 July 2006
	Rita Willey

Sally Southwick

	17 July 2006

	Diane Redfern

	24 July 2006

	Rita Willey

	31 July 2006

	Liz Baker

	7 Aug 2006

	Rita Willey

	14 Aug 2006
	Rita Willey
James Slack*

	21 Aug 2006
	Rita Willey
James Slack*

	4 Sept 2006


	Liz Baker


* To be confirmed
Volunteer News
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Veda on holiday in Portugal where she met Mike Reid and Dennis Waterman who were taking part in a Celebrity Golf Tournament.  Clearly Mike was favourite of the two.  









