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Welcome 
Happy New Year everyone, we hope you had a great Christmas and now find your batteries recharged and your minds full of the willpower needed to make all those resolutions happen.  

We started the year by planning all the dates for normal activities and are now in the process of outlining the more individual services and outings (sea side and theatre trips and the like).  

Dates arranged so far are included on a separate ‘Dates For Your Diaries’ sheet enclosed with this newsletter.  This will be re-issued occasionally during the year as more dates are  confirmed and we will continue to include reminders of imminent events in the monthly newsletter. 
Resource Centre
There is no news yet with regard to new premises so the search continues.  If you hear a whisper of anywhere suitable which may   become available, please do  let  Maddy, Paul or Viv know as soon 
as possible.  We desperately need the space and while we continue to be kept informed by local estate agents, nothing suitable  has come to light since the premises at Abbey Lane which are spoken for.        

Training and Volunteer Meetings

Dates for volunteers meetings for the year are enclosed and Paul plans to take advantage of low numbers in the summer holiday period in August and September to spend time with volunteers individually. He will use the opportunity to listen to feedback and discuss ideas volunteers have had to help us become more effective.  
We are also looking this year for a number of volunteers to identify projects they might find enjoyable and take ownership of them to relieve time pressures elsewhere.  These projects could be anything from arranging the Volunteers  Christmas party or a BBQ in the Summer to trying something different for members to participate in or enjoy at a coffee morning.  So if you feel you would like something all your own to do that you can work on from start to finish, please let Paul or Viv know.  We will be pleased to support you as much or as little as you feel appropriate and it would be greatly appreciated.     
Hospital Information Desk

We are still waiting for a date to visit the Herts & Essex Hospital in Bishops Stortford, where currently there is no support for the Eye Clinics.  We are providing magnifier training for nursing staff early in February and will attempt to set and confirm a date if we have still not heard anything by then. Meanwhile, the rota for the next quarter is below: 

Eye Clinic Rota
	15 Jan
	Sally & Des

	22 Jan
	Rita

	29 Jan
	Sally & Liz B

	  5 Feb
	Diane & Rita

	12 Feb
	No Clinic 

	19 Feb
	Sally & Rita

	26 Feb
	Sally & Rita

	  5 Mar
	Sally & Rita

	12 Mar
	Sally & Rita

	19 Mar
	Diane & Liz B

	26 Mar
	Sally & Rita


* To be confirmed
Outreach

Bron Side and Christine Nicholson have agreed dates for the first quarter Mobile Information / Drop In Clinics at venues in Thaxted, Dunmow and Stansted as follows:
	Thaxted
	Dunmow
	Stansted

	
	Tue 23 Jan
	

	Fri 9 Feb
	Tue 20 Feb
	

	Fri 9 Mar
	Tue 20 Mar
	Tue 13 Mar


Bron and Christine will be taking a selection of the smaller aids, information bookletsequipment We will be able to  

Dates for your diaries:
We have received some funding 19 July : Saffron Sight AGM

Bye for now, all queries to Paul  or Viv on 01799 523700. 
Volunteer News
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