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Welcome 
Well, snowdrops are in bloom, the hosepipe ban has been lifted, and plans for the year are taking shape, many of which are now just waiting for confirmation from outside sources to complete the process.  For reminders of what is coming up in the near future see the ‘Dates for your Diaries’ section at the end of the Newsletter.  

Message from Paul
As discussed at the last volunteers meeting, Sue Winterbottom has agreed to come in to the Resource Centre to organise volunteer availability for each month’s activities.  I would like to take this opportunity to let you know to expect a phone call from Sue who will be asking a few questions about availability and the types of activities you may wish to volunteer for that month.  We hope this will make the planning process a lot smoother and most importantly, you won’t be bombarded with calls from lots of different people asking the 

same questions.  I hope you will all bear with us while we get the system up and running.  In the meantime, many thanks to everyone for all that you do for Saffron Sight.  
Resource Centre

The search for new premises continues but there is no news at present.  

Volunteer Meeting

The minutes of the last meeting are enclosed and the next meeting has been scheduled for Monday 12 March at Walden Place from 11am to 1pm.  Please do try to come if you are able to as your input is important to our members.  

Training

The next Training session has been scheduled for Monday 16 April at the Resource Centre and will be on Talking Clocks and Watches.  The Training will run from 11am to 1pm.  

Hospital Information Desk

Ann Davies and Rita Willey visited the Herts & Essex on 21 February to look around the eye clinic, where Saffron Sight has been asked to provide support and information similar to that given to the Community Hospital in Saffron Walden.  Both Ann and Rita were warmly greeted by the Nursing staff and have agreed to deliver support once a month initially, to see how things go.  They will be organising the rota between them and will be assessing whether more volunteers will be needed to maintain the service in the long term.  The Herts and Essex has 3 eye clinics each week and appears to be very busy.  Many of our members in areas such as Takeley, Stansted, The Rodings and Hatfield Heath etc attend this hospital, so our very grateful thanks to Ann and Rita for taking this on.  

Eye Clinic Rota–Saffron Walden 

	26 Feb
	Sally 

	  5 Mar
	Sally & Rita

	12 Mar
	Sally & Rita

	19 Mar
	Diane & Liz B

	26 Mar
	Sally & Rita


* To be confirmed
Eye Clinic Rota–Herts & Essex
	27 Feb
	Rita

	13 March
	Ann


Outreach

All the hard work Bron and Christine have put into this project is beginning to bear fruit and several enquiries were received at the Dunmow venue this month.  Unfortunately, SNOW stopped play in Thaxted and they are hoping for better luck on the next visit scheduled for 9 March.  

Mobile Information Mornings
	Thaxted
	Dunmow
	Stansted

	9 Mar
	20 Mar
	13 Mar


A Sad Farewell
Most of you will already know we have lost two of our longstanding volunteers in Roger Buss and Carole Jones who have both passed away.   They will be sadly missed by everyone at Saffron Sight and remembered with affection and gratitude for their commitment to helping others.  

Dates for your diaries:

26 Feb – Coffee Morning

12 Mar – Volunteers meeting

 4 Apl – Audley End Collection

 5 Apl – Audley End Collection

16 Apl – Training, Talking Clocks 



and Watches

23 Apl – Volunteers Meeting
Bye for now, all queries to Paul or Viv on 01799 523700. 
Volunteer News
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