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Welcome 

Thank you to so many of our volunteers for your kind comments about last month’s newsletter.  We are pleased that you liked it.  Incidentally, if there is any particular item you wish to have featured, just tell Madeleine.
News from Saffron Sight
Busy Months

January and February proved to be very busy months in the Resource Centre.  We received a Portset Reading Machine, from a grant we obtained from Cambridge Evening News and Barclays Bank “Changing Lives Campaign”.

This proved a hit with the local media. A BBC reporter paid us a visit and our volunteer, Joe Hardwick and Paul Atkins were featured on BBC News Look East, as well as in many local newspapers. 

We received many phone calls and enquiries as a result.
New Volunteers

In this first quarter, we recruited some new volunteers at Saffron Sight. We want to welcome Graham & Carol Routledge, who live in Great Sampford. Other new volunteers include Michael Chappell, Carol Allars and Sara Brindley. A very warm welcome to all new volunteers and we look forward to working with you. 
Members’ Questionnaire

To plan our future services, Madeleine is undertaking a questionnaire with all our Members.  Feedback about what help our members want, will determine what services we should offer.

As our members are visually impaired, the questionnaire had to be conducted by telephone.  Thanks to those who have helped to telephone so many members. 

The initial results are very interesting and definitely pinpoint the fact there is a major need for more social activities for VIPs.  

Help needed for Social Events

As a result of the questionnaire, we want to enlarge our services and to provide more social events for VIPs.  This could be day trips, weekly group social meetings, sports clubs (eg carpet bowls) or even holidays. But this would take many volunteers to assist in driving, organizing and giving practical help to our VIPs.  If you are interested in helping, please contact Madeleine.

Fundraising 
Madeleine is eager to illicit help from volunteers who are good at fundraising.  This doesn’t just mean street collecting, but could include cake stalls, quizzes, raffle and social events. If you can help, she would love to hear from you. 

Volunteer Appeal

At the Resource Centre, we have many tasks and require some assistance. This includes help with our administration and the database.  If you can help, please contact Paul.
Trustees Needed:

Being a Trustee is a rewarding experience. If you are interested in joining Saffron Sight’s Board of Trustees, please contact Michael Southgate, our Chairman, or ask Madeleine for information.

Awareness & Membership Drive
Over the next few months, our aims are to encourage more VIPs to become members and to generate funds top continue our services.  In May and June, we want to distribute our static collection boxes in local business and outlets, as well as our new brochures and posters. We hope to publicise this campaign in the local media.  If you can help distribute the cans or help with the campaign, please speak to Madeleine.

This Month’s Feature: “Glaucoma”

This is a group of eye conditions in which the optic nerve is damaged at the point it leaves the eye. It can be caused by raised eye pressure. There are four different types of Glaucoma- “Chronic”, “Acute”, “Secondary” & “Developmental”. In the UK, 2 in 100 people over 40 years suffer with some form of Glaucoma. Treatment can consist of reducing the pressure on the eye or lazer treatment. Early detection and treatment is important to prevent sight loss. More information on this condition can be found in the RNIB booklet at the Resource Centre or Information Desk.

Volunteers’ Questionnaire  

We also need your feedback regarding your experiences being a volunteer with us.  If you haven’t filled in a questionnaire yet, contact the Centre for a copy.
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