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Welcome to the June edition of Volunteer News.  Let’s hope the weather improves soon and we can all enjoy some lovely sunshine!
You are Blooming Marvelous!

This month we want to say a special thank you to Peter Whitehead, Geraldine Brown and Derek Green.  Spurred on by an idea by Joe Hardwick, we want to improve the front of the Centre.  New staff member Christine Marshall’s first challenge was to fundraise for plants and pots, which Ridgeons very kindly donated to us.  The next step was to sort out the shop-front and paint the flower beds. Thanks to Peter, Geraldine and Derek for their hard work, cleaning, tidying and improving the area.  It looks fabulous!  

Our Volunteers are wonderful!
Special thanks this month also go to Nicola Smith, Sue Winterbottom, John Martin, Vivienne Vale and Abby Richardson for their help recording

for their help recording the audio version of Sightline, your quarterly newsletter for members.  Since Saffron Walden Talking Newspaper became unable to help us, Paul has had to organize the recordings elsewhere.  This month we recorded the newsletter ourselves for the first time and are delighted!! Well done everyone.   

Cycling 4 Sight – Sponsored Tandem Ride

This is a new cycling club for VIPs, using tandem bikes with sighted front riders (pilots) and VIP riders at the back. Fortunately we managed to raise the funds from Sports Relief and purchased 2 bikes from Halfords in Haverhill.  Paul, Graham and another visually impaired member, along with sighted riders, are holding a sponsored tandem cycling ride on 1st November at Rutland Water and will raise money via sponsorship. We still need another 2 volunteers to help with training and to be available as a contingency rider.  You should be physically fit and 5’ 8” or taller.  If you would be interested please contact Paul or Graham at the Centre on 01799 523700.  There was a launch and photo opportunity outside the Library in Saffron Walden on Tuesday 3rd June and the Mayor of Saffron Walden, Cllr Mike Hibbs, kindly lent his support to our initiative.
Supplier Open Day 
This will be held at our Centre on Tuesday 10th June from 10.00 am to 2.00 pm, by Professional Vision Services Ltd who manufacture and sell low vision aids for the partially sighted.  Amongst the equipment on display will be new additions to their range.  There will also be a sale of talking books from our extensive library.

14th June – Table Top Sale

If you have any good quality clothes, bric a brac, or are able to make some cakes, please let us know.  Donations can be left at Walden Place prior to the sale.  We would also be grateful for helpers to sort the clothes and help out on the day.  Please speak to Christine at the Centre or Geraldine Brown who is organizing this event.

Thaxted Concert: 3rd July
At Thaxted Church on Thursday 3rd July starting at 11.00 am and lasting approximately 1 hour.  If anyone is able to take some of our Members in their car please let Jane know.
The Sensory Garden at Bury St 
Edmunds on Friday 27th June.  
Leaving Saffron Walden by coach at 10.30 am and returning about 4.00 pm.  Apart from the Sensory Garden which should be very interesting there will be plenty of time to visit the Abbey Grounds and have lunch.  
Staff & Volunteer Dinner 28th July
Celebrating Paul’s 5th Anniversary, we would love you to join us at the Coach & Horses Pub in Newport.  RSVPs to 
Carol Malcolm ASAP please.
“Sensational” Exhibition
This will take place on Tuesday 28th October at Saffron Walden Town Hall and we already have 10 tables booked by suppliers.  We will be having a cake stall and various craft stalls and donations of cakes and help with the stalls would be very welcome. 
Parking at Walden Place

As you know there is limited parking at Walden Place for visitors and we have been asked by one of the residents to park considerately and not block the paths, in case emergency vehicles need to get in.  So the next time we have a Volunteer Meeting and it is essential that you park at Walden Place, can you please make sure you park sensibly.
Message from Paul
Paul will be contacting all volunteers in the next few weeks to carry out volunteer reviews for updating the database.

Dates for your diary

· Supplier Open Day – 10th June 
· Coffee Morning – 24th June (the Duck End duo will perform)
· Bury St Edmunds Trip– 27th June

· Thaxted Concert – 3rd July
· Our AGM –22nd July 11.30am
· Frinton Trip – 30th July
· Supplier Open Day by Video Spec – 23rd September

· Action for Blind Bus in SW Market Square – 14th October
· Exhibition – 28th October (Town Hall)
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