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Welcome to 2009
Happy New Year to you and your family from everyone here at the Centre.  We hope you had a great Christmastime!  We wanted to say a great big thank-you to Nicola, Geraldine, Peter and Clare for their hard work making new Christmas decorations for us and decorating the Centre so well.   

Charity Ball 
Have you put on a few extra pounds over the Christmas time?  Well a great way to battle the bulge is to take to the dance floor!  Why not come along to our 15th Year Anniversary Celebration, our Grand Ball at the Golf Club, which is just two months away.  Join all the staff for a musical reception with bubbly, followed by a sumptuous meal and dancing until midnight.  There will be games, raffles and an auction thrown in to add to the fun.  Christine is selling the tickets, reasonably priced at only £45, so call her to book yours!  
Christmas Coffee Morning

Once again we held a special Christmas Mince Pie and Sherry Coffee Morning at the Almshouses.  It was a very popular event, with over 40 people and it was wonderful to see so many members.  This year we were joined by the “Duck End Duo”, who performed a variety of Christmas carols and hymns, which helped get us all into the Christmas spirit – of course, the sherry and mince pies helped too!  Thanks to Christine for taking on Jane’s role for the occasion and Nicola, Geraldine, Des, Peter, Veda, Clare, Pat, Ann, Bron and Stephen for their help on the morning. And to Paul also for being our Santa!  
Jane McKie

Thank you for your good wishes to Jane.  She remains signed off work and is making a gradual recovery.  We look forward to her rejoining the team as she is sorely missed!  

Eric Brown

We received the very sad news that Eric Brown (volunteer and former trustee) passed away in December.  As many of you will recall, Eric was a frequent caller at the Centre and we will all miss his remarkably stimulating company and conversation.   
Message from Paul

	5th Jan
	Carol Malcolm

	12th Jan
	Bron Side

	19th Jan
	Nicola Smith & Geraldine Brown

	26th Jan
	John Noakes 

	2nd Feb 
	TBC


 “Nessie and I would like to wish you all a very happy New Year and to say a thank you for your hard work to make it another successful year.  We have a very busy but exciting time ahead, celebrating 15 years of the charity’s existence.  We have lots of events planned and if you would like to get involved, please look out for information in the Volunteer News and at our volunteer meetings.  I very much look forward to working with you all in 2009.”  
Volunteer Meetings & training
Paul’s holding volunteer meetings over the next few months and the dates (11am -1pm) are: 12th January, 23rd February, 6th April and 25th May.
Please do try to attend the meetings at Walden Place and if you cannot come, please advise Paul.
Social Trips
We are making our plans for a number of trips throughout 2009 and have identified such places as Anglesey Abbey, The Chocolate Lady, Frinton (again) and Bury St Edmunds.  Obviously, as Jane is away, we need all the help we can get from our volunteers, to make sure we can continue to offer social outings, which make such a huge difference to the lives of our members.  

Dates for your Diary

· Volunteer Meeting – 12 Jan

· Coffee Morning – 27 Jan
· Bishop Stortford Rail Collection – 11th Feb

· Coffee Morning – 24th Feb
· Charity Ball – 7th March 
· Audley End Rail Collection – 18th March

· Coffee Morning- 31 March

· Harlow Town Rail Collection – 22nd  April

Hospital Rota
Enormous thanks to Carol Malcolm and Sally Tilstone for their help with the Hospital Rotas and to everyone who takes part.  
The Rota for Saffron Walden is:

Volunteer Sponsored Walk

We would like to thank all the volunteers who sponsored Paul and Graham on their tandem bike ride.  Some of our volunteers said they would like to take part in a sponsored event, such as sponsored walk during the summer, and asked us to organize something along those lines.  If you would be interested or want to help plan an event, please speak to Paul or Christine.  It would be a positive way to start the New Year!
Volunteer News
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Members enjoying the Christmas Coffee Morning
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