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Welcome 

Welcome to our May edition of the Volunteers newsletter. Also, a very Happy Birthday to our volunteers Joe Hardwick and Eric Brown.  

Bowls Club

We are pleased to report that our Bowls team has begun its training.  Headed by Peter Whitehead, (one of our volunteers and a qualified bowls instructor), the first training session was launched in Turpin’s Indoor Bowls Club on 7th May.   Peter has recently received specialist bowls training in order to coach visually impaired people.


The picture was taken at the Turpin’s Centre and features Peter Whitehead, Graham Routledge and Madeleine.

So far, the team consists of Eric Brown, David Cochrane, Joy Smith, Graham Routledge and Joe Hardwick.  According to Joe, a few of his bowls went astray, but he had a smashing time!  The Training sessions will take place most Saturdays, commencing at 10am, and will run throughout the summer months. If you want to help out, contact Madeleine or Peter.
Training – a reminder

Paul is devising a calendar of training courses for our volunteers, through Voluntary Sector Training. On 21st June a first aid course is running in Harlow, and there may be a space available for anyone who wants to take part.  Contact Paul if you are interested.  
Visual Aid Training

We are aware that many of our volunteers want to receive training on some pieces of visual equipment that is on display at the Resource Centre.  Paul has offered to conduct training sessions for you.  He can provide training for two volunteers per session each week.  To learn more about the equipment, which will help you with your home visits, or in the Centre, please contact Paul.
Mayor’s Charity of the Year

We had some excellent news.  Saffron Sight has been chosen as the Saffron Walden Mayor’s charity of the year.  This is great news. However, I should point out that the Mayor was quoted, in a recent newspaper’s interview, as saying that fundraising wasn’t going to be his priority in the forthcoming year.  Regardless, we are delighted that he has chosen Saffron Sight and wish him well for his year as Mayor.

Fundraising News
We recently received a cheque donation from the Saffron Walden Community School for £259.  The school raised the money by holding a non-uniform day and all the children donated 50p for not wearing their uniforms.  A huge thanks to them for their support.

Fundraising Appeal
We are on the lookout for people to support us by fundraising. It’s not just about street collections - it could be organizing a sponsored walk, coffee morning or cake sale.  If you think you would like to help, Madeleine wants to hear from you.  

Awareness & Fundraising Drive

We are still waiting for our new collection boxes to arrive.  In any case, please check your local shops or pubs to see if they will accept a box and let us know.

The Next Information Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on 15th June, 10.30am to 12 noon at the Vestry, Abbey Lane. We shall receive a talk from Lynette Gayfer of Addenbrooks, regarding the blind registration procedure.

AGM

Saffron Sight’s AGM will be held in the Friends Meeting Room on 3rd June.  There is a change to our guest speaker.  Kate Hladky is replacing Donna Young and is a fellow audio describer at the Arts Theatre, in Cambridge.  Kate will give a talk to us about their services for visually impaired people.  

A number of our members have expressed an interest in attending the AGM and have asked us for help with transport.  If you can assist us by driving some members to and from the meeting, please contact the Centre as soon as possible.  (Of course, your travel costs would be covered).

The meeting will begin at 12 noon, and a light lunch will be available beforehand.  If you intend to come, please let us know, so that we can ensure there are enough refreshments for everyone.

Also, at the AGM, Trustees will be appointed for the forthcoming year.  If you want to get further involved with the management of Saffron Sight and think you have what it takes to be a good Trustee, please speak to Michael Southgate, our Chair, for more information.
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