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Welcome

Welcome to the September edition of the Volunteer News.
RECENT EVENTS
Tesco Collection – 25th August

The Tesco collection on 25th August raised a brilliant £412.52. A massive thank you to everyone who helped collect on the day.
Volunteer BBQ

Despite the non-summer weather, volunteers and staff enjoyed a delicious BBQ at Sally Southwick’s house. Thank you Sally & Peter for opening your home and Christine & Stuart for doing all the cooking!
FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
Professional Vision Services & Action for Blind People bus – 20th September
Don’t forget about this great open day on Tuesday 20th September. We will be joined by Professional Vision Services (PVS) at the Centre from 10am-2.30pm. As well as PVS being at the Centre, the Action for Blind People Bus will be in the Market Square from 10am-4pm. Please come and have a look at both attractions during the day.
Dinner Dance – 25th February 2012
There is a dinner dance being held at the Golf Club on Saturday 25th February next year. Further details will follow nearer the time but please keep the date free!
HOSPITAL ROTA – Saffron Walden
	5th September
	Jane McKie

	12th September
	Mary Hook

	19th September
	John Noakes

	26th September
	Des Plummer


Thank you to those who man the Saffron Walden Hospital, but we do need more volunteers to help. If you wish to help, please contact Vanessa and let her know.
Annual Exhibition – 15th October

On Saturday 15th October, we will be holding our annual exhibition at the Town Hall, in the Market Square, where the Mayor & Mayoress of Saffron Walden will be officially opening the exhibition. We will be there from 10am – 3pm. Further details will follow but make sure you come along to this great event.

Tandem
To promote Cycling 4 Sight and as a good focus and directing point to the exhibition in the Town Hall, there will be a static Tandem Bike in the Market Square.  We are looking for anyone who is up for the challenge to ride the tandem whilst at the same time getting fit!!  If you would like to help, please call Paul at the centre and he will add your name to the list.  You can do as little or as much as you like!
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Cakes for the exhibition:

At our Annual Exhibition, one of the biggest attractions is the Cake Stall.  It is very popular and always very well stocked.  We are appealing to you fantastic cake makers to come forward and create a range of delicious mouth watering cakes.  The cake stall is a great boost to the funds raised on the day.  If you can help or rally your friends to assist, it would be very much appreciated.

Raffle

At the Exhibition we traditionally have a raffle which is very well supported by local businesses and organisations.  Once again we are looking for raffle prizes; if you have any unwanted gifts that you think will make a good raffle prize and would like to donate it, this would be very much appreciated.

Trip to Grantchester – 21st September
There is a trip organised to the Orchard Tea Rooms at Grantchester on Wednesday the 21st September. The trip will include lunch in the Tea Rooms, a stroll along by the river, and a visit to the nearby museum. If you would like to help on this trip, please contact Vanessa.
Future Dates for collecting

Saffron Walden Town Centre     Tue 13th Sept

Audley End Station                Mon 3rd October

Bishops Stortford Station            Mon 21st Nov

Tesco Collection

          Sat 10th Dec

We still need people to help with these collections, so please check if you are available and let Margaret know if you can help.
Guide Dogs – My Guide Scheme

On Thursday 6th October, Guide Dogs will be celebrating its 80th birthday and as part of the celebration, they will be holding a training session at Weston Homes Community Stadium, to those who wish to learn how to safely and confidently guide blind and partially sighted people. The training session will take place from 10.00am to 2pm with refreshments included. Registration, tea and coffee will be from 9.30am onwards so please arrive a few minutes beforehand to allow a prompt 10am start. There is a limited number of 10 places so if you would like to attend this training session, get in contact with Paul at the Centre.
Message from Paul:
Hi everyone, what a difference, last time I wrote my message the thunder was rattling around the skies and this time the sun is shining!  But I think we have had our summer for this year!

I want to say a huge thank you to John Martin and Gerard Clinton for all their hard work installing the new IT Suite in the centre. This has been a MAMMOTH task and involved a lot of hours and many headaches!  Things are now coming together, but please bear with us for a little longer whilst the last problems are sorted out.  Many thanks John and Gerard.  

Please can I give a gentle reminder of a couple of events coming up this month?  We have our first volunteer meeting since the break for summer.  This will take place in Walden Place on Monday 19th September 2011 between 11 am – 1 pm.  There is a lot to cover on the agenda; I look forward to seeing as many of you there as possible.
On Tuesday 20th September 2011, we have The Action for Blind People Mobile Bus in the Market Square between 10 am – 4 pm, if you would like to visit the bus or spend a little time on the bus to represent Support4Sight and sign post to the centre, please let me know.
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At the same time, we will have Professional Vision Services Open Day in the centre between 10 am – 2:30 pm.  Please feel free to come along and experience the latest technology from this company.

Many thanks to everyone for all the hard work and support throughout the month of August.

Christmas Party

We’re looking for ideas for the next Christmas party, so get you’re thinking caps on. More information will follow.
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