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Welcome

Welcome to the November edition of the Volunteer News. Another year has nearly gone, where does the time gone?
RECENT EVENTS
Annual Exhibition – 15th October

On Saturday 15th October, we held our annual exhibition at the Town Hall, where the Mayor & Mayoress of Saffron Walden officially opened the exhibition. We had lots of different suppliers of low vision equipment attending, including Optelec, Humanware, British Wireless for the Blind and many others. We had a huge amount of support from the people of Saffron Walden and to date the total raised from the exhibition is £1425.72. We would like to say a massive thank you to everyone who came either to support us or if you helped during the day.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
Spring Dance – 25th February 2012
Don’t forget to get your Spring Dance tickets!  

This will surely be a wonderful evening with delicious food, energetic dancing and an enjoyable social occasion.  Bring yourselves and your friends and make this an evening to remember.   Tickets are £30, available from Margaret at the centre.
Enhanced Vision Open Day

On Tuesday 15th November, we will be having an open day with Enhanced Vision. We will have the latest low vision equipment on display for people to look at and try out. If you would like to help on this day, drop into the Centre and let us know.
Trip to Tiptree

On Wednesday 16th November, there is a trip to visit the jam museum and tea rooms. The jam museum is a great place to trace the history of Wilkin & Sons and Tiptree preserves, as well as find out about village life in Essex and of course find out about jam making.
The trip will leave Swan Meadow at 10.30am and will be back by 4.00pm. The cost of the trip is £16 to cover the travel.

Please contact Vanessa at the Centre if you would like to help out on this trip.

Quiz

Nicola is doing another quiz night on Friday 25th November at Walden Place and there is still time to secure your place. Teams of 4 with price of £6 per head and start time of 7.00 for 7.30pm. Please bring a plate of savoury items per person and maybe a raffle prize. To enter the quiz, contact Nicola.
HOSPITAL ROTA – Saffron Walden
	14th November
	Mary Hook & Christine Lelliott

	21st November
	

	28th November
	


If you wish to help, please contact Vanessa or Jane and let them know.
Future Dates for collecting

Bishops Stortford Station       Mon 21st Nov

We will be collecting at the station between 6:30-9:30am and 5:30 – 7:30pm

Tesco Collection

         Sat 10th Dec

We will be collecting at Tesco between 8am and 6pm

Please let Margaret know if you can collect for an hour or two on either/both occasions.
Christmas Cards

Christmas isn’t far away and the Support 4 Sight Christmas cards are on sale now! The price for a pack of 10 cards is £3.50. Pop into the Centre to buy your pack of cards. There are 3 different designs of cards available for you to choose.
Peel2Save Cards

We are now selling Peel2save cards. These are a must have credit card size card containing 64 peel off stickers each one containing a discount to be given by local shops in Saffron Walden.  The card does not expire until Sept 2012 so there is plenty of time for the terrific savings to be used.
Support 4 Sight needs YOU to buy these and sell them to people that you know.  They are only £10 and Support 4 Sight gets to keep £5 of that.  Your purchasers will be delighted with the savings they can make, easily saving themselves the cost of the card with only a couple of usages.  You can get £8 off at Posh Wash, 25% off a food bill at Dish and 25% off any purchase at Ruby Rooms or a free cinema ticket and many more.  Just in time for buying Christmas presents.

Come and drop into the Centre and speak to Margaret if you would be interested in buying them. Remember Support 4 Sight gets £5 from each purchase of a card!
Thank you from Vanessa

Hospital Information desks

Firstly I would like to say Thank you to all those who volunteer for this, it’s a valuable job providing support and advice to visually impaired people. I would like to highlight the importance of face to face contact with people as the comments that you write down are the only ones that we can use for statistics. These statistics are very valuable towards our funding efforts and we need to know that we are helping as many people as possible.
Coffee mornings and social trips

A big thank you to all those who help out with these events. They wouldn’t run as well as they do without you all, especially as there are members who require collecting from outside Saffron Walden.

Message from Paul:
I would just like to say a huge thanks to everyone who helped with the preparation and assisted at this year’s Annual Exhibition on 15th October.  The day was a great success and exhibitors mentioned that they really enjoyed the day and asked for details of next years event.

Well done to all of those who passed the level 1 of the My Guide project, held in Colchester on 6th October, with the assessment at the exhibition.  I understand from Jen from Guide Dogs, that you all did extremely well and passed the assessment with flying colours.  For those who were unable to attend the event in Colchester and would still like to take part, a second My Guide training day will take place on Monday 28th November in the Council Chambers at the Council Offices in London Road Saffron Walden, (time to be confirmed).  If you would like to take part in this or if you would like to brush up on your guiding skills, please let me know so that I can add your name to the list.  Once this session is complete, if you would like to progress your new skills further, I will be arranging the My Guide level 2, date and time to be confirmed.

Please could I also request, that if you have your name on the list to take part in one of my training sessions, and you are unable to attend, please could you let me know so that I can offer the space to someone else waiting to do the training.  I normally have a waiting list of volunteers that would like to participate.  I can only train a maximum of 4 volunteers on each session.

Please don’t forget the date and time of the next volunteer meeting which will be held on Monday 12th December at 11 am in Walden Place.  This is our last meeting before Christmas.
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