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Welcome

Welcome to the May edition of the Volunteer News. Hope everyone has been enjoying the gorgeous weather we have been having recently!
RECENT EVENTS
Shepreth Wildlife Park
A group of members visited Shepreth Wildlife Park on 7th April. Those that went had the opportunity to hold a snake, stroke an owl and pet other animals that the park has to offer. The weather was nice for the day so that made it more enjoyable.
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Sponsored Parachute Jump

Unfortunately, Rachel’s jump was cancelled on 6th due to low cloud. The new date of the jump is Saturday 11th June. This extended time does give you more time to sponsor her or get other people to sponsor her as well!! In honour of the jump, a special T-shirt has been made for Rachel to wear.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
Cake Stall – 7th June
There is a cake stall being held on 7th June outside the Centre. If anyone is able to make cakes that can be sold on the day, then please let Margaret know at the Centre.
Street Collection on 12th April
A total amount of £546.38 was raised from Saffron Walden. Christine would like to say a big thank you to everyone who helped collect on the day.
HOSPITAL ROTA – Saffron Walden
	2nd May
	Bank Holiday

	9th May
	Carol Malcolm

	16th May
	Mary Hook

	23rd May
	Des Plummer

	30th May
	Bank Holiday

	6th June
	John Noakes


Future Dates for collecting

Saffron Walden Town Centre      Tue 17th May

Braintree Town Centre
         Wed 8th June

Harlow Town Centre                     Fri 15th July

Tesco Saffron Walden           Thur 25th August

Saffron Walden Town Centre      Tue 13th Sept

Audley End Station                 Mon 3rd October

Bishops Stortford Station             Mon 21st Nov
Award

S4S works with other sight loss organisations in a partnership called Essex Vision. In April we won an award for Essex Vision’s work with the Council. The award was given by Essex County Council at an award ceremony called ‘Celebrating Your Achievements’. We received a certificate and an award which is at the Centre if anyone wants to see them. 
Friends Event and Celebration

On 4th July, we are holding a Friends Event at St Marks College. Nomination forms are still available from the centre if you would like to nominate a volunteer you feel should be recognised.
We will also need lots of help on the day. If you are able to help then please let Margaret know at the Centre.

New People

As you are aware, Margaret has joined us to take over from Christine as Christine retired, but she will continue to volunteer with us.

To help you get to know Margaret a little better she has put together a paragraph about herself.

“Hi, my name is Margaret Dawson and I have taken over from Christine Marshall.

I was born in the United States and after living in Brussels for 5 years, I then moved to England finally settling in Saffron Walden 36 years ago.  Before starting here I was an Assistant Planner for TNT Aircraft Maintenance Services at Stansted Airport.  We organised and followed through with the mandatory checks required on their BAe146 and A300 fleet of aircraft.  I am enjoying working at Support 4 Sight.  So far everyone has been not only friendly but helpful.  Please drop in and introduce yourself to me.”
We also have Vanessa joining the team as a community support worker. Vanessa will be community based, covering outreach and Hospital information desks, as well as all the social trips.
She has written a paragraph about herself.

“I would like to introduce myself to all the members of Support 4 Sight. My name is Vanessa Cowell and I am the new Community Support worker. My previous employment was at Saffron Walden Community Hospital in the Occupational Therapy Department, so I am very familiar with the town and many of the people who live here. I live locally with my children, Geraldine, who is District commissioner of Guiding and Elizabeth who is
a trainee dance teacher with Kate Plummer.

I also am a member of Saffron Players (behind the scenes I may add)!   I am looking forward to meeting more of you on either the social outings, coffee mornings and at the resource centre and to help support more visually impaired people in Essex”.
Easter egg Raffle

The Easter egg raffle raised £9.60 from people wanting to win a Cadbury’s Chocolate Easter egg. Congratulations to Janice who won the egg.
Message from Paul: 
Here we are again, another busy month.  Thanks to everyone for all your support.

Last month, we sadly said farewell to Christine.  Thanks Christine for all your help and support over the last 3 years.  However, I would like to welcome Christine back as a volunteer and Stuart (Christine’s Husband) and look forward to working with you both in the future.  I would also like to welcome new volunteers Jo Start, Linda Pollard and Jean Whitaker.  I hope you are all settling in and enjoying your time with Support 4 Sight.

We have our next volunteer meeting on 6th June at 11 am in Walden Place and I look forward to seeing as many of you there as possible.  I also have training on Lighting & Magnifiers in the centre on Wednesday 25th May 11 am – 1pm.  If you would like to attend this session, please add your name to the list or give me a call.  Places are limited to 4 per session.
My apologies to those who turned up to the Volunteer Meeting on the 9th May. The change of date of the meeting was published from the February edition of the volunteer news. I look forward to seeing you at the next meeting on 6th June.

ECC Sensory conference – 17th June

A reminder that S4S is leading a workshop at the Council’s Conference in Stansted (Radisson Blu Hotel) on 17th June. If you would like to attend, please let us know.
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