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Welcome

Welcome to the March edition of the Volunteer News. Spring seems to be almost upon us with all the sunshine and flowers we’ve had in the last week and hopefully, the weather will be turning warmer.
RECENT EVENTS
Carers and Digital open day
On 22nd February, an Open Day aimed at Carers was held at the Centre. We were joined by Heather Eldred, manager of Crossroads Care Uttlesford, who was on hand to give information and advice to carers. The day also incorporated information about the Digital Switchover at the end of this month. Everyone who came said that the information given was very valuable. Thanks to everyone who helped get the Centre ready and who came to help.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
Social Events
Thursday 7th April – Shepreth Wildlife Park.  We will be travelling in cars and help with transport and guiding would be very welcome. 

The wildlife park has promised us some hands on experiences, so it should be a memorable trip. Entrance for Volunteers will be £6.00.
Wednesday 11th May – Nene Valley Railway We will be visiting the Nene Valley Railway to have a trip on a steam hauled train. Tickets for the train ride are only £6.00 for volunteers and they have a lovely railway restaurant and museum. We will be catching the 10.30 train from Wansford station and will need volunteers to help with transport from Swan Meadow. Please sign up in the Centre if you can help.

Open Days

There is another Open Day, aimed at Carers, on 8th March at the Resource Centre. There will also be an Open Day with Optelec on 22nd March, where they will demonstrate some of their equipment. This will also be held at the Resource Centre. Any help on these days would be greatly appreciated, so let Paul know if you are available to help.
Quiz Night

A Quiz Night is being held at Walden Place on Friday 11th March. The start time is 7 for 7.30 and a raffle will be held during the evening. Please bring your own drink, glasses and a plate of savoury items to be put on the buffet table.
May the best team win!
Spring Dinner Dance - Sat. 19th March
The Spring Dance is coming up rapidly. If you haven’t already booked your place, there is just one week left. Tickets cost £30 and it will be at the SW Golf Club from 7.00pm to midnight. 
Please contact Christine to book your place.
Coffee Morning

There will be 2 Coffee Mornings in March, on 1st and 29th March in the Chapel Common Room at the Alms Houses in Abbey Lane from 10.30am – 12.00pm. 
HOSPITAL ROTA – Saffron Walden
	7th March
	Carol Malcolm

	14th March
	John Noakes

	21st March
	Mary Hook

	28th March
	


2011 Frinton Trip – 8th July
For many of our visually impaired members, the annual trip to Frinton is a highlight of their year. To make this day as enjoyable as usual, it is important we have lots of volunteers to help with guiding and pushing wheelchairs. This year we are again going to Read House on Friday 8th July. We will use the Community Transport mini buses, aiming to arrive at 11.30am at Frinton and leave at 4.00pm. Read House will serve a Fish and Chip lunch and a cream tea. Please sign up at the Centre if you would like to come.

Saffron Walden Collection
On Tuesday 12th April we will be collecting in Saffron Walden Town Centre between 9.00 and 5.00. This is always an important fund raising day and an opportunity to advertise the work Support 4 Sight does. If you have not collected before, please consider helping for an hour or two. There is a timetable on the Volunteer Board in the Centre to sign up on or phone and speak to Christine who will let you know what time slots are available.

We would be delighted to hear from anyone who can help with this!
Future Dates for collecting

We now have a number of dates confirmed when we will be collecting for Support 4 Sight. You may want to know when and where these are taking place.

Saffron Walden Town Centre     Tue. 17th May

Braintree Town Centre
        Wed. 8th June

Tesco Saffron Walden          Thur. 26th August

Saffron Walden Town Centre      Tue 13th Sept

Audley End Station                 Mon 3rd October

Bishops Stortford Station             Mon 21st Nov
Friends Event and Celebration

There will be an evening promoting and celebrating the work of  Support 4 Sight on the evening of 4th July at The College of St Marks, Audley End. On this evening we want to recognise the hard work of our volunteers, which enables us to achieve all that we do. So make a note in your diary and look out for more news in next month’s edition of Volunteer News.
Sensory Conference

Essex County Council’s Sensory Conference will be at the Radisson Hotel, Stansted on Friday 17th June 2011.  We are looking for 10 volunteers to assist with Guiding VIPs. Transport to and from the venue will be provided as well as lunch.  This is an all day event and very prestigious for us as the local slight loss charity.  Please give Paul a call if you would like to help. 
Message from Paul:
Hi Everyone, I have no idea where this year is going.  It only seems like 5 minutes ago that I wrote my last message to you all.

Firstly, I must apologise that due to unforeseen circumstances, British Wireless for the Blind Fund have had to cancel our training session with them on Monday 7th March 2011.  

The good news is it has been re-scheduled for Monday 14th March at 11 am – 1 pm in Walden Place.  I look forward to seeing you there.

I have now started to put together the dates for my training sessions for this year.  The first training session will be on Talking Clocks & Watches, this will be held in the Centre on Tuesday 15th March 11 am – 1 pm.  If you would like to attend, please contact me at the centre or add your name to the list when you are next in.  Please look out for future dates.
Volunteer News





2 & 4, George Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1EQ 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.support4sight.org.uk" ��www.support4sight.org.uk�          E-mail:  info@support4sight.org.uk        Tel: 01799 523700





	Publisher.		Issue No.	          	Date.		


	AH			03/11		March 2011























2

