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Welcome

Welcome to the June edition of the Volunteer News. Hope everyone has been enjoying the lovely weather! We’re halfway through the year already, where has the time gone?
RECENT EVENTS
Street Collections
A total amount raised from the Saffron Walden collection on 17th May was £498.90. In addition to this, the Braintree collection on 8th June raised £216.21. Margaret would like to say a big thank you to everyone who helped collect on these days.
Nene Valley Railway – 11th May
A group of 18 people had an enjoyable outing to the Nene Valley Railway. The group had a return trip on the steam train from Wansford to Peterborough and then enjoyed a delicious lunch at the restaurant. The group had a wonderful time although Christine and Pauline ended up slightly damp.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
Trip to St Neots 23rd June

There will be a shopping outing to St Neots on 23rd June. The trip will involve visiting the local shops and enjoying lunch at a recommended café. If you would like to help please contact Vanessa at the Centre.
Frinton-on-Sea trip – 8th July

The annual trip to Frinton-on-Sea will be taking place on the 8th July. We hope that the weather will be as beautiful as it has been in previous years and that a good time is had by all.
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National Lottery Award

S4S has made it through to the semi-finals of The National Lottery Good Causes Award. If we get through to the final, we could appear at a star-studded event on BBC One later in the year so we need your votes!
To vote for us, either call 0844 836 9737 or visit www.lotterygoodcauses.org.uk/awards and vote for us under the ‘Best Voluntary/Charity Award ‘. Please tell all your friends to vote for us. We really need your votes for us to get through to the finals.
Voting closes on 20th June at midday.
We have got some A5 flyers at the Centre if you would like to take some and give them to people that you know or just put them in your window to encourage people to vote for us.
Paul did a radio interview on 31st May, to give more information to the public about the services that we provide and how it helps many visually impaired people. The show is available on BBC Essex iplayer on the drive time show, if you would like to listen to it. 
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From right to left: Madeleine Cassidy, Jane McKie (volunteer), Margaret Dawson, Ashley Hall, Vanessa Cowell, Rachel Burling (volunteer), Michael Lovell, Paul Atkins & Jo Start (volunteer).

HOSPITAL ROTA – Saffron Walden
	6th June
	John Noakes

	13th June
	Vanessa Cowell

	20th June
	Mary Hook

	27th June
	Christine McAllister


Future Dates for collecting

Harlow Station                            Mon 11th July

Harlow Town Centre                  Wed 20th July

Tesco Saffron Walden           Thur 25th August

Saffron Walden Town Centre      Tue 13th Sept

Audley End Station                 Mon 3rd October

Bishops Stortford Station             Mon 21st Nov

We still need a lot of people to help with the next few collections so please let Margaret know if you are available to collect on any of the days.

Cake Stall – 7th June

The cake stall held at the Centre on 7th June raised £179.89. A huge thank you to everyone who made cakes for the event.
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Sponsored Parachute Jump

The new date for Rachel’s jump is Saturday 11th June. There is still time for you to sponsor her if you would like to. Sponsorship forms are at the Centre if you would like to sponsor her.
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Message from Paul: 
Hi everyone, thanks for all your help and support last month.  It seemed to be the month for holidays, I hope everyone who was away had a great time.

Sadly, we say goodbye to Carol Malcolm.  Thank you Carol for all your hard work over the last 3 years and to Nigel who helped in the background with the Sponsored Tandem Ride and putting together the Tactile Board; that was a great hit with all the children at our Open Days and Exhibitions.  We will all miss you; we wish you all the best for the future.  
We also have to say farewell to Rachel Burling who joined Support 4 Sight in November 2010, as part of the Future Jobs Fund.  Thanks Rachel for all your hard work and support, especially for the work you carried out on the Young Ambassadors Project, stepping in to help with the Harlow Eye Clinic and keeping this running for us, and of course for all your help in the centre.  It was very much appreciated. We look forward to welcoming you back as a volunteer.  Good luck on Saturday 11th June for your parachute jump.

I will be making contact with some of you as it is time for us to renew the CRB checks for those of you who have been with Support 4 Sight for more than 3 years. I hope to complete these checks on Monday 13th & Tuesday 14th June.  I want to make this process as quick and easy as possible.  Belinda and I will take you through the forms as they have changed a little.  At the same time, I would like to ask you a few questions to get your feed-back as a volunteer with Support 4 Sight.  Each appointment should only take approximately 30 minutes and I will put together a list of the documentation that we will need to photocopy to complete the application.
Lastly, I was certainly very shocked when volunteers and the team organised a surprise birthday party for me earlier this week; thanks everyone! It was wonderful.
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