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Welcome

Welcome to the July edition of the Volunteer News. Lots of events coming up in the next couple of months!
RECENT EVENTS
Appreciation Awards Reception
On Monday 4th July we held our Friends event in the form of an Appreciation Awards Reception at St Marks College. Around 65 guests attended the evening and everyone commented how they had had an enjoyable evening. Some of the dignitaries who attended included: Rodney Bass (Chairman of Essex County Council), Lady Ruggles-Brise (High Sheriff of Essex), Cllr Cliff & Valerie Treadwell (Mayor & Mayoress of Saffron Walden). 7 of our volunteers won awards and the winners were: Ann Davies, John Martin, Christine Nicholson, Bron Side, Nicola Smith, Sally Southwick and Peter Whitehead. All the volunteers were nominated by other volunteers; a big congratulations to all those who received the award. There was also a raffle held on the night which raised £176. Thank you to Janice who organised the raffle and the prizes. Some of the prizes included: two £20 gift vouchers from the Bangkok Restaurant, Paintball ticket for 8 players, a bottle of wine and many others.
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The winners and presenters of the awards
Council Sensory Conference

The conference that was held at The Radisson Blu Hotel in Stansted on 17th June, was a huge success.

We would like to say a big thank you to all the volunteers who helped with guiding on the day; you helped make that day a success!
Friday 8th July Frinton-on-Sea trip

On the 8th July, 33 members visited Frinton-on-Sea. The group enjoyed a lovely meal at Read House. Although the weather was wet on the journey there, the sun appeared and it turned into a beautiful day. 

Vanessa would like to say a huge thank you to all the volunteers who came and helped on the trip.
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Some of the members who came on the trip

Message from Vanessa

Vanessa would like to say a massive thank you to all the volunteers who help her on the social trips and at the coffee mornings. The Strawberry and Cream event that we had at the June Coffee Morning was a great success with lots of people enjoying the summer treat.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
Open Day with Humanware – 19th July
On Tuesday 19th July we will be having an open day with Humanware at the Centre from 10am – 2.30pm. Please come along if you want to look at the latest equipment.
Dinner Dance – 25th February 2012
There will be a dinner dance being held at the Golf Club on Saturday 25th February next year. Further details will follow nearer the time but keep the date free!
HOSPITAL ROTA – Saffron Walden
	18th July
	Mary Hook

	25th July
	Des Plummer


Thank you to those who man the Saffron Walden Hospital, but we do need more volunteers to help. If you wish to help, please contact Vanessa and let her know.
Volunteer Barbecue – 27th August

This will be on Saturday 27th August held at Sally Southwick’s House in Linton at 7.00pm. Cost will be £6. If you would like to attend please call into the Centre and speak to Nicola.
Annual Exhibition – 15th October

On Saturday 15th October, we will be having our annual exhibition at the Town Hall, in the Market Square. We will be there from 10am – 3pm. Further details will follow but make sure you come along to this great event.
AGM – Wednesday 3rd August

The 2011 AGM meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd August at the Resource Centre. Please arrive at 11:15am for an 11:30am start. The meeting should finish at approx. 12:15pm. Spaces are limited, so if you would like to come, let Ashley know or return the reply-slip that came with Sightline.

Future Dates for collecting

Harlow Station                               Fri 15th July

Harlow Town Centre                  Wed 20th July

Tesco Saffron Walden           Thur 25th August

Saffron Walden Town Centre      Tue 13th Sept

Audley End Station                 Mon 3rd October

Bishops Stortford Station             Mon 21st Nov

We still need a lot of people to help with the next few collections, so please let Margaret know if you are available to collect on any of the days.
Message from Paul: 
Hello Everyone,
Thanks for all your help and support over the last month; it is very much appreciated by everyone here at the resource centre.

On Tuesday 19th July at 10 am – 2:30 pm, there will be an open day in the centre hosted by Alan Davis from Humanware.  Alan will be demonstrating some of the latest technology available to assist visually impaired people.  Please feel free to come along and take advantage of this day to gain a good understanding of how this equipment works and how it may benefit our service users in their every day living. 

We will also be holding a table top sale of donated equipment on this day and I am looking for some volunteers to help man the table.  If you have a free hour to spare and would like to help or view the Humanware display, please let me know.

I would also like to give you advance notice of an event coming up at one of our volunteer meetings.  On Monday 24th October 2011     11am – 2pm, Annette Bodsworth with Daisy (her guide dog) will be coming along to talk about Deaf Blind Awareness. There will be a DVD to watch and Annette will be giving some practical and useful hints for us to follow.  A light lunch will be provided for all who attend.  I will be sending out more information closer to the event with an RSVP form to complete and return to me. 

It would be great if as many of you as possible could attend as I am sure you will find this a very informative topic and gain a better understanding of Dual Sensory Loss, which in turn will be of great assistance to our Service Users who have to live with this condition every day.

I would also just like to say that if you would like to attend Sally’s BBQ, please contact Nicola Smith at the Centre, where she will be only too happy to take your money for the tickets for this event. See you next month! ​
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