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Welcome 

Happy New Year and we hope you had a great Christmas!  It already seems so long ago and we are still munching through mince pies that were donated into the Centre!  Didn’t the Centre look great in December? Big thanks go to Christine, Maisie, Nicola, Anne and Clare for helping with the decorations.    

Message from Madeleine:

“Happy New Year from everyone here! Just when things seem to be settling down, it’s all change again!  Paul came back at the end of December and we were so really pleased and relieved.  However, the start of the New Year saw Viv Tree resign from her position as Services Co-ordinator.  We are all sorry to see her go, but are tremendously grateful for her hard work over the last two years.  So we are currently recruiting for a new staff member to join the team and you may see the job advert that will be placed in the local paper – the Saffron Walden Weekly News.  Of course, we will keep you updated.  In the meantime, I’d like to wish you all the best for 2008, which I’m sure will be equally as successful as last year!”


It’s the season to be jolly!

Firstly, we would like to thank Sue Winterbottom for her very hard work co-ordinating the Christmas meal in December at Ask Restaurant.  Thanks also to our Trustees, Iris (chair), Sue and Pat, for agreeing to pay for drinks on the night.    It was lovely to see so many of you there on the evening. Afterwards, many of our volunteers said how much they enjoyed the evening and one or two mentioned they would like a summer dinner too!  Please do let Paul know whether you’d like a volunteer dinner or drinks evening in the summer, and very importantly, whether you’d like to help organise it!
Volunteer Evening

During December, Madeleine and our volunteers Peter & Gill Whitehead and Nicola Smith went to an event organised by the Volunteer Bureau Uttlesford.  Here’s a photo of Madeleine and Nicola, with the High Sheriff (wearing the feathery hat!)


Hospital Rota
The Hospital Information Desk has operated very successfully with all the hard work Rita, Sally and our other volunteers have undertaken. Sally now has her hands full with the computer training sessions and recently Paul has agreed with Rita to take over the co-ordination of the rota.   The new rota is as follows:

	14th Jan

	John Noakes

	21st Jan

	Bron Side

	28th Jan

	Diane Redfern

	4th Feb

	TBC

	11th Feb 

	Liz Baker


Thanks to those taking part.
Thanks also to Rita and Sally for all you’ve done for us.  The Hospital Information Desk is a vital support to newly diagnosed visually impaired people.  It’s where most people hear about our charity and its services.  Volunteers at the Information Desk need to be empathetic, knowledgeable and have a really good understanding of our services.  We really need more people to join the rota, so if it’s of interest to you, please contact Paul for a chat.
Hello New Volunteers
Good news.  We have met a number of new potential volunteers this winter.  It’s a warm welcome to Claire Bushnell, Feral Veerman, Carol Malcolm, Jean Poynter and Sally Tilstone.  We hope you enjoy working with us.  

Volunteer Meetings & training
Paul is holding volunteer meetings regularly over the next few months.  The next dates (11am -1pm) are:

· 25th February,
·  7th April,
· 19th May.
Please do try to attend the meetings at Walden Place and if you cannot come, please let Paul know.  Paul’s also providing more training sessions on equipment to volunteers and so speak to him directly if you’d like more info!
January Doggy Quiz!
Many of you commented that you really liked the photo of the dog that appeared in the last newsletter.  
So this month, we’ve included another photo and are running a competition for volunteers:
Name this breed of guide-dog?
The first person to tell Maddy the correct answer is the winner.                       No prizes…it’s just for fun!  ….

…..And the status of being named       our January genius!
Volunteer News
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(L-R) Nicola, Madeleine, High Sheriff, Stephanie (Volunteer Bureau) and two representatives from BAA
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