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Welcome

Hello and welcome to the first newsletter of 2011!! Hope a good Christmas and New Year was had by all. Now begins another busy, but I’m sure enjoyable year.
RECENT EVENTS
Christmas Coffee Morning
The last coffee morning of 2010 took place on 14th December. The event had a great turnout with 75 people attending and we raised £80 from the raffle. A group of pupils came from St Mary’s School to sing Carols to everyone, which was thoroughly enjoyable. A special guest also arrived and gave the children some presents from his sack. Ho, ho, ho!
A huge thank you to Christine for organising the event and thank you to all the volunteers who took care of the raffle, food, drink and looking after everyone who came.
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Scotsdales trip

On Tuesday 7th December a group of 17 members and volunteers visited Scotsdales Garden Centre in Great Shelford, on a morning when all the countryside looked as if it had been literally sprinkled with glitter.  Members had a chance to do their Christmas 
Shopping and admired all the beautiful Christmas decorations. Then members sat down for a very tasty Christmas lunch before returning home. 

Thank you to all who helped with transport and guiding.
Saffron Walden Panto Trip

 A small group of members enjoyed a trip to see the Saffron Players in ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ at the Town Hall on Saturday 15th January. The strong cast, the corny jokes and the reaction of the children in the audience made this a most enjoyable trip. Thank you to all the volunteers who helped.
Xmas Fayre

On 4th December a Xmas Fayre at Helions Bumpstead Church raised the sum of £189 for Support 4 Sight. Many thanks go to volunteer Geraldine Robins and her husband Len. Thanks also go to the organiser Dee Robinson.

Thank you also for a kind donation handed over to Geraldine for Support 4 Sight. Your support means a great deal
FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
Coffee Morning

The next coffee morning will be on Tuesday 25th January in the Chapel Common Room at the Alms Houses in Abbey Lane from 10.30am – 12.00pm. There will not be a coffee morning in February but there will be two in March, on the 1st and 29th, so please write it in your diary
Social Events

The next social trip will be to the Chocolate lady Julie Haylock-Sherry at Steeple Bumpstead, on the morning of Tuesday 22nd March. Volunteers will be needed to help with guiding, so please let us know if you can help.
Quiz Night

By popular demand, volunteer Nicola Smith is organising another Quiz Night – Friday, 11th March, at Walden Place. Cost £6 per person.
2011 Spring Dinner Dance, 19th March 7.00pm to midnight.
Tickets for the 2011 Dinner Dance at the Saffron Walden Golf Club are now on sale. 
There is a delicious menu, which enables you to make a choice from three options for the starter, main course and dessert. We again have booked the brilliant 5 Star Disco, who will provide the music for dancing. Tickets are £30.00 per person and must be ordered in advance. If you want to bring a large group of friends, we can accommodate tables which seat 6-10 people, numbers are limited so do not delay: use the order form enclosed today.
HOSPITAL ROTA
	10th January
	Carol Malcolm

	17th January
	Carol Malcolm

	24th January
	Mary Hook

	31st January
	Christine McAllister

	7th February
	Des Plummer


2011 Frinton Trip – 8th July
For many of our visually impaired members, the annual trip to Frinton is a highlight of their year. To make this day as enjoyable as usual, it is important we have lots of volunteers to help with guiding and pushing wheelchairs. This year we are going to Read House on Friday 8th July. We will again use the Community Transport mini buses, aiming to arrive at 11.30am at Frinton and leave at 4.00pm. Read House will serve a Fish and Chip lunch and a cream tea. Please sign up at the Centre if you would like to come.
New Faces – Future Jobs Fund
Along with Ashley and Rachel, we have another new young person working at the Centre. Emily will be spending a lot of her time “on the road” as she will be helping with the Hospital Information Desks and outreach sessions.
More Dates for your diary

Digital Switchover & Carers Open Day
Digital switchover Open Day at the centre on 22nd February from 10am–2pm. Help needed.
Message from Paul:

Hello and welcome to 2011, another busy and packed new year.  Firstly, I would like to wish you all the very best for 2011.  For those of you who were unable to attend the first Volunteer meeting of this exciting New Year, it was full of new events and challenges for us all to get our teeth into.  There are too many things to mention in my short message to you all, but I very much look forward to working with you all again this year to achieve our new goals and most importantly, meet the needs of the people with a visual impairment and of course, not forgetting their carers.

We have also received offers of help from our lady volunteers to arrange fund raising activities such as the quiz, a cake stall, etc.  For the men folk out there, you have all been set a challenge by the ladies to come up with a new exciting fund raising activity, so let’s meet their challenge and put our thinking caps on and if anyone can come up with an idea, please contact me at the centre.

This year I am going to hold four volunteer meetings, one per quarter.  The first meeting was held on 17 January, to be followed by the next three, 9th May, 5th September and 7th November. Please look out for the training dates in the next volunteer news. Training sessions will consist of magnifiers, clocks & watches, electronic video magnifiers and meeting and greeting/home visit procedures.

My final message is to say that Support4Sight has become an Agent for British Wireless for the Blind Fund.  If you would like to help us deliver this service to the visually impaired people of West Essex, full training will be given on their products. We will be delivering, installing and showing our members how the devices work.  If you would like to know more about this project and get involved, please call me at the centre and I will give you more info.

Volunteer News
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