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Welcome 

Hopefully the winter blues are behind us as we move towards February. Thanks to all the volunteers that have helped us over the past few months.  Sadly we’ve had to say good-bye to Maisie, who helped us each Thursday as work experience.  We really will miss her!  
Fancy cycling a tandem bike, or know someone that would? A local visually impaired volunteer needs a sighted front cyclist, who needs to be about 5 ft 10” or 6 ft.   Contact Paul for details.  
Message from Madeleine:

“Hello and a very warm welcome to our new recruits.  It’s always wonderful when new people join our ranks!   Of course, it’s very sad when they go.  Unfortunately we will have to say farewell to Viv at the end of February.  We are recruiting to replace her, which is a very difficult task! The deadline for applications is the middle of February, with interviews at the end of the month.  However, the initial response to the advert has been tremendous and we are hoping to see some suitable candidates. So, I should have more news for you next month! In the meantime, did you guess last month’s Dog Quiz? Michael Palmer was our January Genius.  If you didn’t, the answer’s on the back!”
Training on Clocks & Watches

Paul has kicked off the first training sessions on clocks and watches and it was very funny for us upstairs to listen to our volunteers setting the alarms!  Well done to everyone that took part.  


The next training sessions, “Meeting and Greeting” procedures will be on 11th February and 13th March.
Volunteer Meetings
Dates for Paul‘s volunteer meetings (11am -1pm) at Walden Place are 25th February, 7th April, 19th May.
Volunteers
Welcome to Steve Pyne who joined in January. Get better soon and hurry back to new volunteer Jean Poynter, who had a nasty accident.  Happy Birthday this month to both John Noakes and Liz Baker.  Many happy returns!!
Open Day for families
Yes, we know you are expecting lots of Valentine cards this month!  But this year the big day will be extra special, as we are holding an Open Day for Families on Thursday, 14th February (10am to 1pm). We want to encourage families of visually impaired children to use our services and to grow awareness of Support 4 Sight and visual impairment in the community. Activities planned on the day include:

· Write your name in Braille

· Meet a guide dog

· Make a non cook chocolate cake

· Tactile toys and games 

· Music

· Talking computers and Hangman

· Colouring competition

To encourage families to take part in the day, we have produced a poster with a colouring competition (colour-in and name a guide dog) which was sent to 6 local schools.  If you’d like to join in on the day, please contact Paul, who needs volunteers to help.
Surprise Donation
As you know, Madeleine is always trying to raise funds for the charity.  The majority of the money raised locally is spent on the running costs of the Centre, volunteer travel and equipment and much of that comes from applications, or street collections, honey sales and recycling.  So we were very surprised when we received an unsolicited cheque from a local grant making trust for £500!  In their letter they said they were impressed with how our charity has grown and just wanted to support our local work!    
Of course, Support 4 Sight couldn’t have grown without the help of our volunteers and isn’t it lovely to have received such support for all our hard work?  The money will be used towards the costs of our Outreach Project (Christine and Bron) and Open Days in the Centre.  Well done everyone for helping to make us so successful! 
Hospital Rota 
The next rota is as follows:
	11 Feb
	Liz Baker

	18 Feb
	Des Plummer



	25 Feb
	John Noakes

	3rd March
	TBC

	10 March
	Liz Baker


Want to help out?  Contact Paul.
Quiz Results
Well done Michael Palmer for guessing the dog in January’s newsletter.  It was a Labradoodle!  A cross between a Labrador and Poodle! Want to try again?  What’s this beauty??  Name the breed and the first correct answer to Madeleine is the winner!
Volunteer News
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Volunteer Ann Davies, enjoying the training
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