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Welcome

Hello and welcome to the February edition of the Volunteer News.
RECENT EVENTS
January Coffee Morning
The coffee morning held on the 25th January raised £44.74. It was a great success with 38 people attending and having a great time as usual.
Sainsbury’s Collection

The result of the Sainsbury’s collection on Friday 21st and Saturday 22nd January is that £239.66 was raised for Support 4 Sight. Thank you to everyone who helped with the collecting on such cold days.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
Coffee Morning

There is no coffee morning in February but there are two in March, please note the dates: Tuesday 1st and 29th March in the Chapel Common Room at the Alms Houses in Abbey Lane from 10.30am – 12.00pm. 

Social Events

Cancelation of Chocolate Lady Trip

Unfortunately due to lack of interest, the planned trip to the Chocolate Lady in March has had to be cancelled.
BUT
We have organised two more trips for April and May which we already have a number of people signed up for.

Thursday 7th April – Shepreth Wildlife Park.  We will be travelling in cars so help with transport and guiding would be very welcome. The wildlife park has promised us some hands on experiences so it should be a memorable trip.
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Wednesday 11th May – Nene Valley Railway We will be visiting the Nene Valley Railway to have a trip on a steam hauled train. Tickets for the train ride are only £6.00 for volunteers and they have a lovely railway restaurant and museum. We will be catching the 10.30 train from Wansford station and will need volunteers to help with transport from Swan Meadow. Please sign up in the Centre if you can help.

Quiz Night

A Quiz Night is being held at Walden Place on Friday 11th March. Teams of 4 and the cost will be £6 per head. Please bring your own drink, glasses and a plate of savoury items to be put on the buffet table. There will be a raffle and starting time for the event is 7 for 7.30pm. Please let Jane McKie know if you would like to take part.
Staff and Volunteer Xmas party

This year we are looking to hold our own Christmas party in the bowling club, which was suggested by several volunteers. To make this happen volunteers are needed to coordinate the event. Please contact Maddy by 11th Feb if you want to help.

2011 Spring Dinner Dance

This year’s Spring Dinner Dance will be a wonderful evening of delicious food, great music & sparkling company. The dance is on 19th March, from 7.00 pm to midnight at the Saffron Walden Golf club.

Tickets are £30.00 and are available from Christine, so order them quickly before they are all gone. You will also need to return your booking form with your menu choices, which was sent out with last month’s edition of the Volunteer News, or collect another one in the centre.
HOSPITAL ROTA – Saffron Walden
	7th February
	Des Plummer

	14th February
	John Noakes

	21st February
	Carol Malcolm

	28th February
	


2011 Frinton Trip – 8th July
For many of our visually impaired members, the annual trip to Frinton is a highlight of their year. To make this day as enjoyable as usual, it is important we have lots of volunteers to help with guiding and pushing wheelchairs. This year we are again going to Read House on Friday 8th July. We will use the Community Transport mini buses, aiming to arrive at 11.30am at Frinton and leave at 4.00pm. Read House will serve a Fish and Chip lunch and a cream tea. Please sign up at the Centre if you would like to come.

Digital Switchover & Carers Open Day
We are holding a double open day at the Centre. We will be joined by Crossroads Care Uttlesford who will give advice on caring related issues. We will also have information to highlight the Digital switchover during this Open Day at the Centre on 22nd February from 10am – 2pm.
Uttlesford Carers UK Open Day

Due to a recent successful funding application, we will hold a second open day on 8th March with another carers’ organisation. Uttlesford Carers UK will provide information on their services and caring issues.
Collections

On Monday 11th April we will be collecting outside Bishops Stortford Station first thing in the morning and then later in the afternoon. Christine would be delighted to hear from anyone who can help with this!
Fundraising Event

On Friday 25th February, a friend of Miriam and Dieter Denis will be holding a “Soup Kitchen” in aid of Support 4 Sight, in Elsenham. The cost for lunch is £4.00 and if you would be interested in going to represent Support 4 Sight please contact Christine.
Message from Paul:

Hi everyone, I can’t believe we are already into February and the nights are beginning to draw out, a great feeling after all the dull days.

I wanted to mention a couple of dates for your diaries that may be of interest.  On Monday 7th March at 11 am in Walden Place, British Wireless for the Blind Fund will be giving a demonstration and training session on their Digital radio/cassette/CD players & their Wireless internet audio player.  If you would like to help us deliver this service to visually impaired people and learn more. If you haven’t got your name on the list, please give me a call at the centre to add your name & join us.

We also discussed the Sensory Conference at the Radisson Hotel, Stansted on Friday 17th June 2011.  We are looking for approximately 10 volunteers to assist with Guiding VIPs and general help on the day.  Transport to and from the venue will be provided as well as lunch.  This is an all day event and very prestigious for us as the local slight loss charity.  Please give me a call if you would like to help.

Finally, the next Volunteer meeting will be held on Monday 6th June in Walden Place at 11 am.  I look forward to seeing as many of you there as possible.  Thanks to everyone for all your help and support
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