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Welcome 

Hello and welcome to our December 07 edition of our Volunteer newsletter.   With the holiday season just around the corner, our trustees and staff want to wish you all the very best wishes for Christmas and for 2008.  Thank you also to those who took part in the recent Tesco’s collection, which raised over £403.79.  Well done!
Message from Madeleine:

“Hello and Merry Christmas to you.  I just wanted to say that it’s been wonderful to have received your help manning the Centre over recent weeks, when Paul was away.  Belinda, Viv, Vivienne and I did our best to cover for Paul, but it was a particularly challenging time and we really appreciated your support. Needless to say, we are delighted Paul is back and warmly welcome his new guide dog Taggart.  But of course, we will miss Roza, (who seems very happy with the new dog-sitting arrangements) and hope to see her from time to time in the New Year.  Lastly, I’d like to send best wishes to you and your family for Christmas and for a peaceful and joyful 2008”.  Love Maddy xx
Volunteer Meeting
Paul is holding the next volunteer 
meeting on Monday 14 January 08 at 11am until 1pm.  It will be held at 
Walden Place as usual and please try to attend.
BBC Radio Essex and the Lakeside Shopping Centre Competition
At the start of the month, Christine Nicholson told us about a competition on the Lakeside Shopping Centre website, awarding donations to charities during Christmas.  Following Christine’s lead, Viv made an application.   We are very pleased to advise that we have been awarded £500 to help with our work!  Well done and thanks to Viv and Christine.  If you hear of similar competitions for charities, please let us know.
Helions Bumpstead Carol Singing 
We have been told that one of our members Len Robins, who attends our social events, has forwarded our charity’s name to be a recipient of the funds raised from his village’s carol singing event over Christmas.  He obviously appreciates the help he receives from our charity and we are grateful for his support. We couldn’t operate our services without your help, so keep up the good work.  It makes such a difference to local people’s lives.

Christmas Coffee Morning

On Tuesday 18th December we held our Christmas Mince Pie & Sherry Coffee  Morning.  Unfortunately a local school choir that was supposed to attend the morning had left us somewhat in the lurch, so we were without the children’s carols we had promised our members.  However we were joined by two ladies from the Abbey Lane United Reform Church, who led the singing of Christmas hymns and carols and they really saved the day!  The morning was very successful with lots of sausage rolls, mince pies, sherry and endless cups of tea and coffee.  Thanks to all our volunteers who helped on the morning and to Viv for working so hard and tirelessly to make the day so special for our members.

A Year at a glance

A lot has happened in 2007 and we have picked out some highlights for you:

· Our new outreach project was undertaken by volunteers Bron Side and Christine.

· Phone Friend volunteer Liz Baker undertook our Careline service to members.

· We began to hold a hospital information desk at the Herts and Essex Hospital, with the hard work of Rita Willey and Ann Davies.
· We undertook a series of       outings, including Bressingham, 
  Wimpole Farm and Frinton-on-sea and others, as well as the recent trip to the Panto in Cambridge, which was great fun.

· Volunteers John Martin and Sally Southwick attended a computer training course and now Sally has become our volunteer computer tutor, holding twice weekly classes at our Centre.

· We changed our name to Support 4 Sight, even though some of us answer the phone “Saffron Sight” occasionally! 

· The relocation to new premises was the biggest event in the year, with the help of grants from the lottery and others, and support from the local army and fire-service.  

· Our volunteers came to celebrate the new Centre in October for our first Volunteer Evening and also helped at the official opening in November with Lord Petre. 
No wonder we are so exhausted!
Thank you, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you and all our wonderful volunteers.  Hope to see you soon in the New Year! xxxxxxxxxx
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