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Welcome to this last edition of Volunteer News for 2009.  It’s been another fantastic year, with events and exhibitions too numerous to recap here.  The trustees and staff wish to say Thank You to all our valued volunteers for your help and support this year.  We wish you all a Merry Christmas, and a happy and successful 2010.  

A warm welcome to new volunteers, Julie Rose and Terry Brand – it’s good to have you on board.  

JODI Awards in London Wed 2nd 

December
Paul & Madeleine recently attended the Jodi Awards at the Victoria & Albert Museum, London.  Duxford Imperial War Museum was shortlisted for an award for the best Digital Access on Site.  Several members and volunteers from Support 4 Sight took part in many visits to the IWM to give advice on their digital audible guide, as well as Braille and tactile markings and exhibits in the Airspace hanger.  

The IWM were successful and came away with the award and asked Paul to pass on their grateful thanks to everyone who took part in the project.  
FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Tues 15th December - Christmas 

Coffee morning

We have a change of venue, and change of start time. For this special festive event we will go to the St Raphael’s Meeting Place in Rowntree Way, to start at 10.00am.   We will be especially grateful for extra help with transport as this is slightly away from the Town Centre.  Please let Alan know if you can help with this.  
Thursday 17th December – ‘Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’ at the Corn Exchange, Cambridge.
This trip is now fully booked.  We have hired one 13-seater bus which will leave Swan Meadow at 1.00 pm, and be used mainly for the members, as they can be dropped off very close to the venue.  So we will also take 3 or 4 cars, and Alan will soon contact those who have volunteered to attend.  Those travelling by car may wish to consider using Park & Ride from Trumpington or Babraham.  

Friday, 8th January – Fund Raising

Quiz Night, at Walden Place  

Nicola is organising a quiz night on Friday 8th January 2010 at Walden Place, 7.30pm for 8pm.  The cost is £5 per head. Please bring your own drink and glasses plus a plate of 4 savoury items per person for the buffet table. There will be a raffle, and any donations would be appreciated 
There is space for 8 teams of 4 people, initially tables will be for staff, volunteers and their partners. Any tables left will be offered to friends.  So please book with Nicola before the Christmas holiday.  
Saturday, 23rd January – ‘Treasure

Island’ Panto
If you haven’t already advised Alan if you can come to the Saffron Payers’ Pantomime at the Town Hall, Saffron Walden, please let Alan know soon.  Tickets are selling fast.

Thursday, 18th February – Ridgeons Independent Living Centre

Situated near Pampisford, set in a spacious building with bright displays; customers can try out the latest equipment such as mobility, 
Household aids, walkers, controls, alarms, rise and reclining chairs, footwear, even beds, kitchens and bathrooms! If you are available for guiding members or transport, please let Alan know.
Saturday, 20th March – Thriplow

 Daffodil Weekend

We will visit the Thriplow Daffodil Weekend on Saturday, 20th March; a traditional Village Show with many attractions, including craft stalls, plants, crafts, bric-a-brac and tombola’s, carriage rides, Morris Men, etc.    

At present, Alan is waiting to hear about availability of minibuses, so we will announce the method of transport, time of departure/return and cost in a letter early in the New Year.
A Message from Paul

“Hi everyone, I would just like to wish everyone a very happy Christmas and all the best for 2010.  It has been an exciting and very busy month with all the events taking place for the 15th Anniversary of Support 4 Sight as well as open days fund raising events and the exhibition.  I would like to thank everyone who helped with the events as well as those who have given their time to assist us with the services we provide to all our members and those with Sight Loss.  I look forward to seeing everyone at the Christmas dinner or coffee morning.  Have a well deserved rest over the Christmas and New Year break, with not too much to eat or drink I hope!”
RECENT EVENTS

Christmas Lunch at Scotsdales – 1st

December

A total of 21 people, including seven volunteers, headed to Gt Shelford, near Cambridge, for a festive lunch and a bit of Christmas shopping.  Thank you to the volunteers, who drove, and who helped the members during the day out.  Once again you made this a very popular annual event.  
Friday 4th December – Christmas

 Party at Saffron Hotel
Twenty nine staff and volunteers attended our Christmas Party at the Saffron Hotel.  We enjoyed a three course meal, with wine generously provided by Support 4 Sight.  A disco played many classic hits.  We are grateful to Christine for arranging this event.
COLLECTION DATES

Saturday, 12th December – Collection at Tesco.  We will have a good turnout in the morning however if you are able to spare some time in the afternoon, please let Christine know. 
TRAINING DATES 
Dates for next year will be advised in the near future.  

HOSPITAL ROTA
	DECEMBER
	

	Monday 7th 
	Madeleine Debnam

	Monday  14th 
	Carol Malcolm

	Monday 21st 
	June Bruniges

	Monday 28th 
	Bank Holiday

	
	

	JANUARY
	

	Monday 4th 
	Carol Malcolm

	Monday  11th 
	Madeleine Debnam

	Monday 18th 
	John Noakes

	Monday 25th 
	Christine McAllister


If you are able to help with any of the January dates, please let Carol Malcolm or Alan Chamley know.
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