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Welcome

Welcome to the August edition of the Volunteer News.
RECENT EVENTS
Humanware Open Day
On Tuesday 19th July, we had Humanware, a supplier of specialist equipment to help visually impaired people, visit the Centre. We had lots of people visit throughout the day to find out more about the equipment available. Thank you to everyone who came on the day, either helping or just looking at the equipment.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
Professional Vision Services & Action for Blind People bus – 20th September
On Tuesday 20th September we will be holding another Open Day with Professional Vision Services (PVS) attending at the Centre from 10am-2.30pm. As well as the open day at the Centre, the Action for Blind People Bus will be in the Market Square from 10am-4pm. Please come and have a look at both attractions. 
Dinner Dance – 25th February 2012
Please note the change of date.

There is a dinner dance being held at the Golf Club on Saturday 25th February next year. Further details will follow nearer the time but keep the date free!
Recent Collections

The recent street collection, held at Harlow on 15th July, raised £242.73 and the station collection, also at Harlow raised £78.62 bringing the total to a brilliant £321.35. Margaret would like to say a big thank you to everyone who helped collect on these days.
HOSPITAL ROTA – Saffron Walden
	15th August
	John Noakes

	22nd August
	Christine McAllister

	29th August
	Bank Holiday


Thank you to those who man the Saffron Walden Hospital, but we do need more volunteers to help. If you wish to help, please contact Vanessa and let her know.
Volunteer Barbecue – 27th August

There are still places available for the barbecue on Saturday 27th August if you would like to attend. It will be held at Sally Southwick’s House in Linton at 7.00pm and the cost is £6. Please come into the Centre and speak to Nicola if you would like to come.
Annual Exhibition – 15th October

On Saturday 15th October, we will be holding our annual exhibition at the Town Hall, in the Market Square. We will be there from 10am – 3pm. Further details will follow but make sure you come along to this great event.

Cakes for the exhibition:

At our Annual Exhibition, one of the biggest attractions is the Cake Stall.  It is very popular and always very well stocked.  We are appealing to you fantastic cake makers to come forward and create a range of delicious mouth watering cakes.  The cake stall is a great boost to the funds raised on the day.  If you can help or rally your friends to assist, it would be very much appreciated.

Raffle

At the Exhibition we traditionally have a raffle which is very well supported by local businesses and organisations.  Once again we are looking for raffle prizes; if you have any unwanted gifts that you think will make a good raffle prize and would like to donate it, this would be very much appreciated.

Tandem
To promote Cycling 4 Sight and as a good focus and directing point to the exhibition in the Town Hall, there will be a static Tandem Bike in the Market Square.  We are looking for anyone who is up for the challenge to ride the tandem whilst at the same time getting fit!!  If you would like to help, please call Paul at the centre and he will add your name to the list.  You can do as little or as much as you like!

Trip to Grantchester – 21st September
There is a trip taking place to the Orchard Tea Rooms at Grantchester on Wednesday the 21st September. The trip will include lunch in Tea Rooms, a stroll along by the river, and a visit to a museum that is nearby. If you would like to help on this trip, please contact Vanessa.
Future Dates for collecting

Tesco Saffron Walden           Thur 25th August

Saffron Walden Town Centre      Tue 13th Sept

Audley End Station                 Mon 3rd October

Bishops Stortford Station             Mon 21st Nov

We still need people to help with these collections, so please let Margaret know if you are available to collect on any of the days.
IT Upgrade

In the next couple of weeks, we will be upgrading the IT system at the Centre, so please bear with us while this work is being carried out.
Guide Dogs – My Guide Scheme

Support 4 Sight has been chosen for this exciting project to train people in a new guiding project. More details next month.

Message from Paul: 
​Hello everyone,

What a mixed bag of weather! As I write this the thunder is rattling around the skies!  I would just like to thank everyone for the help and support over the month of July in the centre, with home visits, the hospital information desks, Street Collections and to all of those who work quietly behind the scenes.

We have quite a few exciting events coming up over the next few months and I would welcome your support if you have some time to spare.

• Monday 19th Sept: Volunteer Meeting 11 am – 1pm Walden Place, everyone welcome to catch up with what is happening within Support4Sight.

• Tuesday 20th Sept: Open Day with PVS & Action For Blind People Mobile Unit.  Why not come along to see the latest technology or help Support4Sight to have a presence on the mobile Bus and direct people to our centre and the open day?
• Saturday 15th Oct: Annual Exhibition. I would really appreciate as much help as possible on this day to help man the stalls and setting up and clearing away at the end of the day.  If you can help, please let me know.

• Monday 24th Oct: Deaf Blind Awareness Session, Walden Place, 11 am – 2 pm with a light lunch and a short Volunteer Meeting. Guest speaker is Annette Bodsworth.
Everyone is welcome to attend these events and if you could also help, it would be very much appreciated.

I am also looking for more help with the Hospital Information Desk at Radwinter Road on a Monday Morning 9:30 am -1 pm.  This is organised on a rota basis, so you won’t have to do every week.  If you haven’t tried this and would like to give it a go, please call me at the centre.

I look forward to seeing you at the next volunteer meeting, or hearing from you if you can help with any of the above.
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