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Welcome

Welcome to the April edition of the Volunteer News. Spring is off to a great start with the daffodils beginning to appear and our Spring Dance being a huge success. Lots of events coming up in the next few months so look out for them.
RECENT EVENTS
Optelec Open Day
The Optelec open day held at the Centre on 22nd March was a great success. A whole variety of equipment was on show and to draw people in, Alan, Graham and other people were on the tandem working up a sweat! We also had books and honey on sale. Lots of people came and advice and information was given throughout the day.
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Spring Dance

A fantastic time was had by everyone who attended the Spring Dance, on 19th March. A whopping 88 people attended the dance and a colossal £964.80 was raised for us. Everyone commented that they enjoyed the food, the music and the company. A huge thanks goes to Christine & Linda for organising the event.
Quiz night

The quiz night held on 11th March raised £198. A big thank you to everyone who came and to Nicola for organising it.

Visit to Katherine Semar School

On Monday 28th March 2011, Paul and Nessie went to Katherine Semar Junior School to give a talk to the children.  Paul talked about Support4Sight, what you should and shouldn’t do when you see a Guide Dog and to be careful when you see people with a white cane.  During the talk, Paul demonstrated a variety of equipment, but the most popular piece of equipment was the Talking Colour Detector.  One of the children came up to the front and used the detector to identify the colour of her jumper and shoes.  It didn’t work to well on Nessie; it told Paul she was Brown with Black ears!!  At the beginning of the talk, Paul was presented with a cheque for £217.00 which the children had raised by performing a play.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
Sponsored Parachute Jump – 6th May
Rachel and 14 friends will be taking part in a sponsored parachute jump on Friday 6th May. It will take place at North London Sky Diving Centre, Block Fendrove, Wimblington, March PE15 0FB.
“The skydive will be an amazing experience for us all, even if we all are a little nervous. I have worked for the charity for the last 5 months, I feel I would like to help and give something back for the support they have all given me. I would be delighted if you would be able to sponsor us, it really is all for a good cause.” Sponsor forms are enclosed.
New Faces
There is another Future Jobs Fund person that has joined the team. Michael Lovell will be with us for the next 6 months and to begin with he will be shadowing Christine and then working with Christine’s successor, Margaret Dawson who is starting on 18th April. 
Wednesday 11th May – Nene Valley Railway We still need volunteers to help with transport from Swan Meadow. Please phone Christine if you can help by the end of April.

Visionary Meeting – Thursday 28th April

We would appreciate help with this Visionary area meeting which is taking place at the Bowls Club, Abbey Lane. We will need to serve coffee and refreshments to approx 40 Visionary delegates during the day. If you can help at any time between 9.30 - 3.30 please let Christine know.
HOSPITAL ROTA – Saffron Walden
	4th April
	John Noakes

	11th April
	Christine McAllister

	18th April
	Mary Hook

	25th April
	Bank Holiday


Saffron Walden Collection
On Tuesday 12th April we will be collecting in Saffron Walden Town Centre between 9.00 and 5.00. We still need more volunteers, especially for the afternoon slots. There is a timetable on the Volunteer Board in the Centre to sign up on, or phone and speak to Christine who will let you know what time slots are available.

Future Dates for collecting

Saffron Walden Town Centre      Tue 17th May

Braintree Town Centre
         Wed 8th June

Harlow Town Centre                     Fri 15th July

Tesco Saffron Walden           Thur 25th August

Saffron Walden Town Centre      Tue 13th Sept

Audley End Station                 Mon 3rd October

Bishops Stortford Station             Mon 21st Nov
Friends Event and Celebration

On 4th July, we are holding a Friends Event at St Marks College. The evening is in the format of a reception with an award ceremony. One of the award categories is a volunteer award; this is where you, the volunteers, can nominate other volunteers that you feel are outstanding. A nomination form is enclosed with this newsletter. Please vote for volunteers you feel should be recognised at our Awards Event on 4th July at St Mark’s College.
Home Visits

Our Home Visiting Scheme is so vital to those who are not able to travel to our centre for support with sight loss. We are so grateful our volunteers undertake many visits for us.

This is a gentle reminder that we need to follow the correct procedures when arranging visits. This ensures our volunteers remain safe, our insurance cover is valid and that we record the outcomes of the visits correctly.

So, it is essential we take into account the safety of both the client and the volunteers, which is why we always have two volunteers for each visit. If you become aware of someone who may require our support or a home visit, please have a chat with Paul who will then arrange for the necessary help and home visit. If you have any queries about our procedures, please speak to Paul.
Good home wanted

Paul is clearing out a lot of small donated items i.e. alarm clocks, if any volunteer would like to make a small donation that would be great, as they are being dumped. So be quick!
Message from Paul: 
Hello everyone, thanks for all your help over the last month.  It looks as if Spring has Sprung with all this lovely warm weather and now the lighter evenings.  I wanted to bring to your attention the dates of the training sessions coming up for this year:

• Weds 25th May, 11am–1pm - Magnifier Training, Resource Centre

• Friday 16th Sept, 11am–1pm - Meeting & Greeting/Home Visits, Resource Centre.

• Tues 1st Nov, 11am–1pm - Training Electronic Equipment Resource Centre.

If you would like to attend one of these sessions, please add your name to the list in the centre or give me a call on 01799 523700.  

I look forward to welcoming as many of you as possible to the next Volunteer Meeting on Monday 6th June in Walden Place at 11 am.
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