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Grand Charity Ball
A wonderful time was had by all at our Ball on 7th March.   88 Support 4 Sight staff, members, volunteers and friends enjoyed a wonderful evening of good food and wine, and a great disco.  A local auctioneer, Bruce Munro, helped us with our auction, and we had a raffle and some fun games.  To date we have raised a fantastic £4,241.77.  Many thanks to all those who helped make the Ball such a success, but especially to Linda Penrose, whose brainchild it was, and to Christine, for a lot of the administration.
Trip to Anglesey Abbey
On 20th March, 10 members and 4 volunteers had a lovely trip to Anglesey Abbey to see the daffodils and other spring flowers.  The grounds were a picture and we were so lucky to have had a sunny day. Thanks to everyone who helped on the day!

Social Trips
On 15th April there is a very exciting Easter trip to visit the Chocolate Lady in Steeple Bumpstead. The coach leaves Swan Meadow car park at 9.00 am and returns from Steeple Bumpstead at 12.15 pm.  The visit includes a fun chocolate-making demonstration and chocolate sampling, followed by an opportunity to visit the chocolate shop (to buy even more chocolate) and refreshments.   
On 22nd May we are going to Shepreth Wildlife Park near Royston.  
This is a family run wildlife park with a
wide range of animals, some of which 
can be fed by hand.  There is a restaurant serving snacks and a gift shop.

On 26th June we are going to Frinton-on-Sea, for our annual trip to the seaside.  We will be going to Read House for our fish and chip lunch and also our cream tea.  In between we can have a paddle or a walk along the front.

Open Day for Carers
We held our pilot project for Carers of VIPs on 24th March and it was very successful.   We hope to hold another Open Day soon.  
Message from Paul 

Thanks to everyone who attended the volunteer meeting on Monday 6th April 2009.  I hope you all found the talk by Russell Young from the International Glaucoma Association interesting and informative.  I have enclosed with this edition of the Volunteer News a copy of the minutes from Monday’s meeting and apologise for the omission of the minutes last month (please put this down to a senior moment !). 

Resource Centre Cover: We get extremely busy in the centre now which is really good news and to maintain our friendly and welcoming service (which we are so well known for) we really need your help.  If you haven’t volunteered in the centre before why not come along and give it a go, it can be very interesting and rewarding. Ideally we would like to try and spread the volunteer cover over our opening hours 9:30 am – 2:30pm.  Cover could be split between 2 volunteers i.e. either 9.30am - 12 noon or 12 noon – 2.30pm or if you are feeling really energetic the full day! We all lead busy lives and appreciate that everyone’s circumstances can change and for this reason we could be flexible. If you feel you can help in anyway please give me a call at the centre on 01799 523700.
Hospital Rota 
The rota for Saffron Walden for April and May is:- 
	6th April
	Christine McAlister

	20th April
	Des Plummer

	27th April 
	Diane Redfern

	11th May
	John Noakes

	18th May
	Carol Malcolm


Volunteers’ Dinner

Clare Meekcoms and Nicola Smith are organizing the Dinner this year, at Prezzo Restaurant on Wednesday 20th May at 8.00 pm.  If you haven’t already replied with your choice of  meal, please return your form to Nicola Smith as soon as possible.
Collections
There will be a collection at Harlow Town Station on Wednesday, 22nd April and a Saffron Walden Street collection on Tuesday 12th May.  If you are able to help with either of these collections please let Christine know.  The collection at Audley End station on 18th March raised £217.81.  Thanks to all who helped with this collection.
Musical Recital
On Sunday 22nd March at Radwinter Church, Quintus Benziger (piano and organ) and Tristan Stocks (baritone) gave a recital which raised £226 for Support 4 Sight.  The music was varied, with pieces from Handel, Mendelssohn and Debussy among other composers. It was greatly enjoyed by everyone who attended.  Our grateful thanks to Ann, Quintus and Tristan.

Coffee Morning
At the March Coffee morning we had a 
fantastic selection of Easter eggs for the raffle and a donation of an Easter cake, made for us by Carol Routledge.  Carol makes lovely cakes for our raffles or cake stalls. So thank you Carol and thank you to everyone who donated Easter eggs! Thanks also to Carol Malcolm who donated Hot Cross Buns, they were delicious! We also had a visit from one of our suppliers, Pamtrad, who demonstrated various magnifiers and other visual aids. 

Volunteers’ Meeting
The next Volunteers’ Meeting will be 

held on Monday 1st June at 11.00 am at Walden Place.  

Happy Easter & enjoy your Easter eggs!!
Volunteer News
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