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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Saffron Sight

3 June 2005, held at The Friends Meeting House, 
Saffron Walden
1. Welcome

Michael Southgate welcomed everyone to the meeting, Saffron Sight’s 11th year and the third at which we have invited a guest speaker.

He extended a special welcome to distinguishes guests representing the funders and organizations that are important to us and particularly to guest speaker Kate Hladky, an audio describer of the Cambridge Arts Theatre; Margaret Shanks (CVS), Sue Sumner (CVS), Jill Palmer (CVS), Sir George Moseley (UCT), Ruth Fulton (UDC), Marilyn Smee (Essex Social Care), Sue Lock (Access Group), Linda Riley (Voluntary Sector Training), Cllr Chris Bayley (UDC).
Michael also welcomed our volunteers and members, namely Cllr Sue Schneider, Mrs Kathleen Nutt, Mr Eric Brown, Mrs Faith Wormald, Mrs Jenkinson, Mrs Baker, Mrs Ella Ross, Mr Joe Hardwick,  Mr Bob Todd and Mrs Vida Snow.

2. Apologies

Michael Southgate confirmed that apologies were received from Mrs Vint, Gill Pike (UVB), Christine Hudson (UVB), Lisa Lipsombe, Gail Walker, Alasdair Bovaird (UDC), Stephen King, Richard Boyd, Barbara Chambers, Michelle Longman, Alex Mason, Liz Harris, Teresa Goddard, David Westcott and Adrian Marr.
3. Minutes of the previous AGM – June 2004

Judith Linwood read the minutes. 

4. Matters Arising
As there were none, the Chairman signed the minutes as a true record.

5. Approval of Standing Orders

Under our constitution, The Executive Committee has the power to adopt and issue standing orders and/or Rules for the Council.  Such Standing Orders / Rules come into operation immediately, provided that they are subject to review by the charity in General Meetings and they are not inconsistent with the provisions of the constitution.  

Copies of the Standing Orders were distributed beforehand and agreed.
6. Reports of Officers

· Trustees – read by Liz Starling
· Chairman – read by Michael Southgate
· Director – read by Madeleine Cassidy
· Treasurer – read by Judith Linwood
These reports form part of the Annual Report & Accounts.

7. Adoption of Auditors

Judith Linwood proposed that Peters Elworthy & Moore, who had audited the accounts for the last three years be adopted for the next financial year; this was seconded by Michael Southgate.

8. Election of Executive Committee
Under the constitution the members of the Executive Committee resign each year and may stand again for election.  Judith Linwood, Mary Penrose and Christine Lelliott indicated their intention not to stand again for re-election.  The reminder offered themselves for re-election and the following nominations were received by the Chair:
· Michael Southgate as Chair

· Kathleen Nutt as Treasurer

· Dianne Redfern as Vice-Chair

· Cllr Sue Schneider as Trustee

· Graham Routledge as Trustee

· Liz Starling as Trustee

The above mentioned were duly elected.

9. Address 

This concluded the formal part of the meeting.  The Chairman welcomed Kate Hladky, the audio describer at the Arts Theatre in Cambridge.  Kate Hladky addressed the meeting by illustrating the work the Arts Theatre carries out for visually impaired people through its audio described service and touch tours. 

Following the address, Michael Southgate thanked her for joining the meeting.

