PRESS RELEASE FROM SUPPORT 4 SIGHT (ESSEX)

Support4Sight (Essex) will be hosting its Community Fayre “Seeing Is Believing” 

on Saturday 15th October 2011 in the Saffron Walden Town Hall, 10:00 am – 3:00 

pm.

Magicians say “Seeing is believing” and local charity Support 4 Sight will put 

this to the test, by kicking off its annual fayre with 3 free magic shows aimed 

at families in West Essex.

Highlighting the importance of vision, this Saffron Walden based charity is 

organizing a wonderful exhibition & fayre, which is free to all locals on 

Saturday 15th October. 

Right now there are around 800 people in Essex who lose their Sight each year 

and approximately 2 million people in the UK who have significant sight loss. 

The cause could be genetic, the result of an accident, an illness or injury, or 

simply because of the ageing process.  Support4Sight’s Community Fayre “Seeing 

Is Believing” will be Linking into World Sight Day, which is held on Thursday 

13th October.  World Sight Day is an International Day of Awareness held 

Annually, on the second Thursday of October.

Support 4 Sight, a local registered charity based in Saffron Walden, is seeking 

to highlight the profile of sight loss as well as our other senses, which we 

sometimes take for granted, until we lose one or more of them.  The exhibitors 

will demonstrate equipment and inform about sensory awareness, which is all 

about using your senses in everyday life; especially important if you have a 

sensory impairment.  This year, exhibited at the fayre will be visually impaired 

people who have achieved their goals in business, employment and entertainment 

despite their visual impairment.  It demonstrates what those with a sensory 

impairment can achieve.

Support 4 Sight also tries to raise awareness of visual impairment and the 

importance of regular eye tests at an early age and works closely with schools 

to promote this.  To encourage families and their children to attend this year, 

Mr Rainbow will be performing his magic tricks to entertain the children with 3 

performances, 11 am, 12:30 pm and 2 pm, definitely an event not to miss.  Whilst 

being entertained parents and friends are welcome to experience the exhibition.

The Exhibition will be officially opened at 10am by the Saffron Walden Town 

Mayor and Mayoress , Cllr Cliff and Valerie Treadwell. 

Exhibitors of significant importance to people with vision loss will be in 

attendance and will include national charities such as Guide Dogs for the 

Blind Association, Action for Blind People, British Wireless for the Blind Fund, 

and Calibre Talking Book Library. There will also be some of the top  suppliers 

on hand to demonstrate and advise about the latest technology and equipment to 

assist people with sight and hearing loss cope with every day living.

This year we shall be providing refreshments of tea, coffee and cakes, which 

will be sold in the Court Room upstairs within the Town Hall- always very 

popular, but especially so if it is wet or cold outside.  So please visit our 

exhibition, where our volunteers will be on hand to welcome you and serve you a 

warming hot drink and a delicious slice of cake.  The event is free and is open 

to every one, not just people affected with sight loss.

 Visitors will also be able to talk to some of the charity’s visually impaired 

members and volunteers from its Cycling Club, Cycling 4 Sight, peddling on one 

of their tandem bikes outside the Town Hall in the Market Square.  Please say 

hello and give them some encouragement to keep them going.

Comments Paul Atkins, Resource Centre & Volunteer Manager of Support 4 Sight, 

“Support 4 Sight’s exhibition is a key event in our calendar for visually 

impaired people, to raise awareness of our work and services in the community.  

We are very grateful to have the support of so many suppliers and local 

services.  The exhibition will be of interest to many people.  It will give 

those from a professional background, such as opticians, members of Social 

Services and teaching staff, who often contact us, the chance to see what we do, 

as well as those who might need our services or someone with a friend or 

relative who would benefit from our help”.

Support 4 Sight helps over 3,000 people each year with sight loss and associated 

problems, by giving information, support and training.  Its services include 

home visiting, computer training, social events, running information desks and 

supplying equipment through its Resource Centre.  Many of the services are 

conducted by local volunteers.

END. 

1.    For more information on the work of Support 4 Sight, please contact 

Madeleine Cassidy. Email:  madeleine@support4sight.org.uk. Support 4 Sight, 2 & 

4 George Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1EQ. Tel: 01799 523700.           

2.    Support 4 Sight is a registered charity in West Essex that provides 

support, information and advice to visually impaired people and their families.  

Access to our services is free, which includes a resource centre, home visiting, 

computer training, social clubs, outreach mornings and emotional support.

3.    World Sight Day is an annual day of awareness to focus global attention on 

blindness, visual impairment and rehabilitation of the visually impaired people, 

held on the second Thursday in October each year. 

4.    World Sight Day is observed around the world by all partners involved in 

preventing visual impairment or restoring sight. It is also the main advocacy 

event for the prevention of blindness and for "Vision 2020: The Right to Sight", 

a global effort to prevent blindness created by WHO and the International Agency 

for the Prevention of Blindness.

5.    Members of the press and media are invited to a photo shoot for the 

opening of the exhibition, at 10am on Tuesday 19th October, at Saffron Walden 

Town Hall, with the Mayor and Mayoress of Saffron Walden, CllrCliff and Valerie 

Treadwell.  We would be grateful if you would advise us of your attendance in 

advance.
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